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''You  cannot  suspend  a  way  of  life  while  you  go  out 
to  defend  it  and  expect  it  to  be  waiting  for  you 
when  you  get  back." 

. . . » . . . .Mrs .  Florence  Eerr 


The  Professional  and  Service  Division  of  the  WPA  is  under- 
going a  change  of  direction  and  beginning  now  all  its  energies 
are  being  mustered  to  attack  vitally  important  problems  presented 
by  the  national  emergency.   Since  the  P  &  S  Division  is  essenti- 
ally a  community  service  program,  the  objectives  in  1941  will  be 
to  re-examine  local  needs,  and  with  the  help  and  guidance  of  local 
advisory  committees  to  set  up  those  projects  which  will  most  effec- 
tively serve  the  communities  of  Connecticut. 

Projects  pertaining  to  national  defense  either  directly  or 
indirectly  will  be  expanded  to  supply  services  which  will  most 
actively  help  federal,  state  and  municipal  defense  programs.  Vol- 
unteer workers  will  be  welcomed  under  the  new  plan,  and  training 
will  be  a  large  part  of  future  projects.  Additional  emphasis  will 
be  placed  upon  educational  and  recreational  activities  and  the  pro- 
motion of  health  among  both  adults  and  children,  A  wider  field  of 
endeavor  in  the  arts  and  crafts  will  be  developed  as  supplying 
alleviation  from  the  tension  under  which  thousands  of  our  people 
are  working.   In  short,  our  reason  for  being  in  the  coming  year 
will  bo  to  redirect  and  coordinate  our  program  to  provide  the 
national  solidarity  our  country  demands  in  these  times. 

For  the  purpose  of  passing  on  lively  information  regarding 
the  various  activities  of  the  Division  in  these  swiftly  moving 
times,  FACTS  will  be  issued  once  each  month.   Read  it,  pass  it  on 
to  your  associates  and  friends,  and  give  us  your  comments. 


Mary  M.  Kughart,  Director    4 
Professional  and  Service  Division 


NATIONAL  DEFENSE 


Every  man  eraployed  on  WPA  has  been  inter-viewed  to  determine 
his  eligibility  for  employment  in  the  defense  training  program, 


Five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  men  have  passed  the  stiff  ap- 
titude tests  given  by  the  WPA  Adult  Guidance  Centers  and  have 
been  placed  in  defense  training  classes-.,  Two  hundred  and  fortyc 
six  are  in  training  at  the  present  time  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy- six  have  already  completed  the  course  and  have  been 
placed  in  private  employment.  Several  men  obtained  private  em- 
ployment before  finishing  the  course. 


In  Bridgeport,  out  of  91  men  tested,  trained  and  placed  in 
jobs,  90  are  still  there.  The  91st  left  to  go  to  college. 


A  Research  and  Records  project  at  headquarters  of  the  Third 
Military  Area  in  Hartford  is  classifying  and  indexing  vocations 
and  hobbies  of  all  National  Guard  Reserve  Officers.  The  need  for 
this  type  of  information  was  seen  when  the  War  Department  wanted 
to  find  out  what  officers  were  efficient  skiers  and  snowshoers. 
Thirty-eight  expert  ski  men  and  ten  other  adopt  in  the  art  of 
snowshoeing  were  listed  in  the  index  and  many  other  talents  and 
specializations  were  uncovered.   So  valuable  is  this  work  that 
Bridgeport  and  New  Haven  units  of  the  project  have  been  set  up, 


The  Industrial  Atlas  which  was  prepared  by  the  WPA  for  the 
Connecticut  Development  Commission  is  now  proving  useful  to  the 
Connecticut  Defense  Council.  The  Atlas  lists  all  available  in- 
dustrial properties  in  the  state  with  their  physical  specifica- 
tions. This  will  be  increasingly  helpful  in  the  strategic  loca- 
tion of  defense  industries* 


NATIONAL  DEFENSE  (continued; 


The  Highway  Planning  Survey  for  which  WPA  is  supplying  per- 
sonnel assistance  will  give,  when  completed}  detailed  information 
about  every  highway  in  the  state  for  military  as  well  as  peace- 
time transportation. 


Because  of  the  tremendous  influx  of  persons  employed  or 
seeking  employment  in  defense  industries  in  Hartford,  a  serious 
shortage  of  housing  facilities  has  resulted.  A  new  project,  sug- 
gested by  a  committee  of  social  agencies  and  sponsored  by  the 
City  of  Hartford,  is  about  to  begin  operation.  A  central  registry 
of  lodgings  will  be  set  up  "to  avoid  the  present  confusion  and 
minimize  the  difficulty  that  strangers  now  have  to  undergo  in 
finding  a  place  to  sleep."  By  means  of  the  registry  a  list  of 
lodgings  will  be  maintained  from  which  information  regarding 
location,  price  range  and  type  of  lodging  can  be  quickly  avail- 
able to  applicants a 


CPAFTS 


Many  beautiful  and  practical  crafts,  desk  sets,  bookends4 
woven  and  printed  fabrics,  batiks,  rugs  and  numerous  other  arti- 
cles, designed  and  created  on  the  WPA  Crafts  Project,  are ' daily- 
used  and  admired  in  state,  county  and  municipal  buildings. 


Recognition  of  the  fins  standards  of  WPA  designers  and  work- 
men in  the  development  of  American  crafts  has  come  not  only  from 
the  Society  of  Connecticut  Craftsmen,  but  also  from  the  Handicraft 
Cooperative  League  of  America,  a  nationwide  organization. 


LIBRARY 


The  WPA  Bookmobile  is  a  familiar  sight  on  the  back  roads  of 
seven  towns  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.   It  circulated  over 


LIBRARY  (continued) 


17,000  books  among  800  borrowers  when  its  first  year  of  operation 
ended.  Many  -of  the  adults  and  children  who  are  served  by  this 
library  on  wheels  are  remotely  situated  from  any  library  facili- 
ties and  depend  upon  it  for  all  their  reading  material. 


A  VJPA  employee  on  a  high  school  library  project  in  the  south- 
western end  of  the  state  did  her  work  so  satisfactorily  that  when 
the  18-month  layoff  came  along.,  the  town  decided  she  could  not  be 
spared.  P,S.  She  got  the  job'; 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES 


Better  marks  in  school,  better  growth  and  weight  records, 
better  behavior  are  the  result  of  the  improved  nutrition  which 
VJPA  School  Lunches  provide. 


Soups,  fresh  vegetables,  fruits,  cereals  are  only  a  few  of 
the  foods  provided  by  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  and  which  com- 
prise 50^o  to  6ofo   of  the  meals  prepared  from  menus  created  by 
trained  VJPA  Home  Economists. 


Of  the  schools  providing  hot  lunches,  25$  served  full  noon 
day  meals  a  year  ago.   Today  85$  is  the  record. 


How  would  you  like  to  prepare  74,503  lunches?  During  Septem- 
ber, October  and  November,  VJPA  school  lunch  workers  prepared  and 
served  that  number.   In  December  six  more  school  lunch  projects 
were  established  and  2  more  were  in  process  of  personnel  training 
to  open  early  in  January. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


An  unsolicited  word  from  the  Navy:  "I  wish  to  state  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  birth  records  are  maintained  has  greatly  faci- 
litated our  search  of  birth  records  for  Navy  applications,  thereby 
allowing  us  more  time  for  other  details," 


During  the  travels  of  the  Panel  Exhibits  a  man  discovered 
his  birth  record  card  had  been  used  on  the  Vital  Statistics  dis- 
play. 

"That  birth  date  is  wrong,"  said  the  man. 

The  worker  on  the  Index  was  horrified  and  hastened  to  search 
out  the  original  certificate. 

Turned  out  the  man  had  been  celebrating  the  wrong  birthday 
for  forty  years. 

*  %.     #  #  #   #  *  * 


TOYS 


If  the  1? j 000  toys  borrowed  each  month  from  the  Toy  Lending 
Centers  were  laid  end  to  end,  they  would  reach  to  20$  of  the 
children  in  Bridgeport,  11$  of  the  children  in  Hartford,  20$  of 
the  children  in  Manchester,  20$  in  Middletown,  6$  in  New  Haven, 
12$  in  New  London,  21$  in  Norwich,  31$  in  Stamford  and  12$  in 
Waterbury.   36,000  children  are  registered  in  these  Centers  for 
borrowing  toys. 


There  were  no  bottlenecks  in  the  production  line  at  the  Bridge- 
port Toy  Lending  Center  at  Christmas.  Workers  repaired  10,000  toys 
for  Santa  and  a  record  was  set  -  1,400  sadly  battered  toys  were  com- 
pletely reconditioned  in  two  days. 


At  the  Middletown  Toy  Lending  Center  a  sick  child  in  a  tuber- 
culosis sanatorium  asked  for  a  doll  with  real  hair,  A  WPA  worker 


TOYS  (continued) 


was  quick  to  answer  the  appeal  and  donated  a  coiffured  doll  that 
belonged  to  her  own  little  daughter.   It  was  a  generous  gesture 
and  an  example  of  the  usual  willingness  of  WPA  workers  to  cooper- 
ate. 


Thousands  of  toys  are  made,  repaired  and  given  to  children 
in  hospitals,  homes  and  sanatorium^..  Many  of  their  toys ^ were 
"admissions"  paid  by  more  fortunate  children  to  motion  picture 
theatres  cooperating  in  the  plan  to  provide  Christmas  toys  for 
youngsters  who  could  not  be  at  home. 


There  is  a  growing  trend  on  the  part  of  many  children  to 
come  to  the  Toy  Centers  and  spend  an  hour  or  two  playing  with 
toys,  looking  at  books,  trying  out  games.  Will  our  Centers  be 
of  greater  service  to  the  community,  if  they  are  equipped  as 
play  centers? 


ADULT  GUIDANCE  SERVICE 


The  four  Adult  Guidance  Centers  in  Bridgeport,  Hartford,  New 
Haven  and  Stamford,  are  doing  important  work  in  defense  testing, 
in  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  vocational  and  educational 
guidance,  adjustment  of  personality  problems  and  general  counsel- 
ling. Men  referred  by  WPA,  Connecticut  State  Employment  Service 
and  other  agencies  are  tested  at  those  centers  for  mechanical  apti- 
tudes and  recommendations  made  as  to  the  type  of  work  each  can  be 
expected  to  perform  most  efficiently.  Upon  these  recommendations 
men  are  referred  to  jobs  in  defense  industries  and  other  types  of 
employment.  The  tests  measure  general  intelligence,  aptitude  for 
mechanical  work,  and  manual  dexterity.  With  those  yardsticks  to 
determine  a  manfs  ability  to  perform  work  with  skill  and  efficiency, 
men  can  be  routed  to  jobs  which  fit  them. 


EDUCATION  -  RECREATION 


Do  you  listen  to  the  "How's  Your  Ear?"  program  over  Station 
TORY  Thursday  evenings  from  8:45  to  9:00?  This  broadcast,  put  on 
by  the  WPA  Adult  Education  program,  features  the  "Learning-to- 
Listen"  musical  quiz,  presented  by  the  music  appreciation  course 
which  is  in  its  second  year  at  the  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury. 
The  course  is  attended  regularly  by  scores  of  interested  music 
lovers. 


One  of  the  most  important  activities  of  the  WPA  Education 
Project  is  the  19  nursery  schools  operating  on  a  statewide  basis. 
Many  excellent  ideas  for  play  materials  have  been  developed  by 
IPA  employees  in  these  schools.  Over  1,000  copies  of  the  leaflet, 
"Play  Materials  for  Young  Children"  have  been  requested  for  distri- 
bution through  elementary  schools,  homemaking  classes,  churches 
and  public  health  agencies. 


In  the  Town  of  Glastonbury  12?  persons  have  successfully 
completed  the  Standard  American  Red  Cross  First  Aid  Course. 


Many  women  who  are  attending  the  evening  classes  conducted 
by  the  WPA  Adult  Education  Project  have  learned  to  knit  and  are 
making  garments  for  the  Red  Cross  and  for  British  War  Relief, 


A  group  of  20  young  men  recently  employed  by  United  Aircraft 
in  East  Hartford,  have  joined  the  evening  groups  of  the  Recreation 
Project.   The  six-day-week  with  several  hours  overtime  each  day 
make  it  imperative  for  these  young  men  to  have  relaxation  during 
their  limited  leisure  time. 


In  Now  London  there  are  40  young  men  enrolled  in  the  Diesel 
engine  class,  90  in  the  automobile  mechanics  class  and  30  in  the 
aviation  ground  school  of  the  WPA  Adult  Education  Project. 


HEALTH 


Twenty-five  men  and  women  employed  by  WPA  provide  important 
help  in  the  Hartford  Municipal  Hospital*  Many  of  these  workers 
are  in  the  sewing  room  of  the  hospital  where  all  the  linens  and 
garments  are  kept  in  repair  and  new  garments  are  made.  Such 
sewing  rooms  mean  important  savings  in  the  outlay  for  new  equip- 
ment. 


Hospital  Aids  supplement  the  work  of  the  professional  staff 
of  the  hospitals  in  which  they  serve „  The  aids  carry  trays,  feed 
those  who  cannot  feed  themselves,  run  errands,  give  clerical  assis- 
tance and  help  in  the  preparation  of  food,,   Doctors,  nurses,  in- 
terns and  other  skilled  workers  are  thereby  released  to  perform 
the  skilled  work  they  are  equipped  to  do. 


When  children  come  into  the  free  dental  clinic  in  the  New 
Britain  City  Hall,  they  are  greeted  by  an  assistant  in  a  cripp 
white  uniform,   She  sees  that  the  little  ones  have  a  toy  or  game 
and  the  older  ones  a  magazine  or  a  book.  She  has  "prettied  up" 
the  office  and  the  waiting  room  so  that  it  is  a  pleasant  place 
for  children  to  come.   She  makes  appointments,  takes  care  of  the 
clerical  work,  sterilizes  the  instruments,  and  does  the  hundred- 
and-one  duties  which  leave  the  doctor  free  to  take  care  of  the 
important  business  of  repairing  teeth.  This  assistant  is  a  WPA 
employee. 


Taking  case  histories,  typing,  correspondence,  making  record 
cards,  filing  x-ray  records  are  only  a  few  of  the  duties  performed 
by  the  WPA  aids  in  the  Hartford  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Manual  assise 
tance  and  general  clerical  help  is  supplied  by  WPA  workers  in  the 
Medical  and  Dental  Clinic, 


Twenty*- three  housekeeping  aide  projects  are  in  operation  in 
Connecticut  employing  approximately  182  workers.  At  the  direction 
of  the  social  agencies,  visiting  nurse  association  or  the  welfare 


HEALTH  (continued) 


departments,  these  women  go  into  homes  where  the  mother  is  ill  or 
temporarily  unable  to  care  for  her  family.   They  are  trained  by 
WPA  home  economists  to  cook  appetizing  meals,  clean,  wash  and  iron, 
and  care  for  children.  This  service  has  proved  invaluable  in  keep- 
ing homes  together  which  otherwise  would  have  had  to  be  broken  up 
in  the  absence  of  the  mother,  or  which  would  have  become  more  seri- 
ous problems  if  the  fathers  had  had  to  stay  at  home  from  work. 


Four  WPA  workers  are  provided  by  WPA  to  the  Public  Health 
Nursing  Service  in  New  Britain,   Two  of  these  are  registered 
nurses  who  give  assistance  to  needy  families.   The  other  two 
are  clerical  workers  who  take  over  office  routine  enabling  the 
nurses  to  give  additional  professional  service. 


Important  rehabilitation  work  has  been  done  by  a  WPA 
hospital  worker  in  an  institution  for  elderly  men.  Hostile  and 
irritated  by  their  confinement,  these  old  men  found  their  lives 
a  burden.  The  WPA  worker  gradually  awakened  their  interest  in 
current  events  by  reading  newspapers  to  them;  finally  organized 
a  discussion  group,  introduced  games,  and  started  a  class  in 
chip  carving.  These  old  men  are  now  a  happy,  congenial  group 
with  a  new  lease  on  life. 


Days  are  long  to  children  recovering  from  illnesses,  A 
WPA  Hospital  Aide  has  materially  shortened  the  tedious  hours  in 
a  children's  hospital  ward  by  a  helpful  system  of  play  direction. 
She  organizes  games  v/hich  can  be  played  from  a  lying  or  sitting 
position,  she  furnishes  books  and  magazines  for  those  who  like 
to  read,  she  instructs  in  simple  handicrafts  which  keeps  hands 
and  minds  busy.  'The  doctors  say  the  children  in  that  hospital 
get  well  quicker.  How  many  other  hospitals  in  Connecticut  could 
profit  by  a  play  director  for  their  convalescent  children? 


ART 


A  total  of  over  $2,500  ?rorth  of  art  and  crafts  was  sold  in 
Connecticut  during  National  Art  Week,  November  25  to  December  1. 
This  was  the  biggest  art  fair  in  the  history  of  the  world.  WPA 
Art  Project  employees  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  helped  private 
art  organizations  in  this  nation-wide  effort  to  create  a  broader 
market  for  contemporary  art. 


Signal  honors  have  come  to  two  former  VJPA  artists,  George 
Marinko,  Waterbury,  was  awarded  third  prize  in  the  International 
Business  Machines  art  competition  at  the  San  Francisco  World's 
Fair.  Karl  Lang,  creator  of  the  War  Memorial  Flag  pole  in  Darien 
and  the  Timothy  Ahern  Memorial  in  New  Haven,  was  one  of  the  two 
sculptors  awarded  the  commission  of  decorating  the  Federal  Build- 
ing at  New  Orleans. 


MUSIC 


The  six  WPA  music  units  of  the  Connecticut  Music  Project 
have  played  before  approximately  500,000  people  during  1940 . 
This  number  includes  thousands  of  school  children  who  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  see  and  hear  music  in  their  own  class  rooms. 
Regular  series  of  school  concerts  have  been  scheduled  in  Hartford, 
Bridgeport,  Stamford,  Waterbury  and  other  communities,   By  means 
of  these  concerts,  Connecticut  school  children  are  developing  a 
finer ' appreciation  for  music  and  are  becoming  enthusiastic  concert* 
goers. 


The  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony  Orchestra,  recognized  as  one  of 
the  country's  noteworthy  symphonies,  has  built  itself  strongly 
into  the  civic  and  musical  life  of  Bridgeport.   This  season  it  is 
being  presented  in  a  remarkable  concert  series  at  the  Klein  Memor- 
ial, Bridgeport's  beautiful  new  civic  auditorium,  which  is  now  the 
orchestra's  home.   The  series  is  sponsored  by  the  City  of  Bridge- 
port and  the  Choral  Symphony  Society  of  Fairfield  County,  The 
society' s  sponsorship  makes  possible  the  presentation  of  nationally 
known  artists,  such  as  Albert  Spaulding,  world-famous  American  vio- 
linist, who  was  guest  artist  at  the  opening  concert. 


MUSIC  ( cont  inued ) 


Further  extending  the  plan  to  provide  music-for-recreationr 
the  Connecticut  Music  Project  is  giving  concerts  in  CCC  Camps  in 
several  parts  of  the  state. 


Concerts  at  hospitals,  homes  for  the  aged,,  children's  homes 
and  other  institutions,  are  important  in  the  program  for  serving 
community  needs,,  A  number  of  these  musical  events  have  been  given 
at  the  Fairfield  State  Hospital  in  Newtown.-  Patients  listen  with 
appreciation  and  eager  interest  and  officials  of  the  hospital  re- 
cognize the  value  of  music  in  providing  for  their  recreation  and 
pleasure. 


MAP  INDEX 


The  Town  of  Glastonbury  has  a  great  number  of  scattered 
and  battered  maps.-  The  First  Selectman  has  made  the  suggestions 
that  the  1PA  provide  the  workers  to  mount,,  bind  the  edges  and 
index  these  maps  so  that  they  will  be  readily  available  for  the 
various  town  departments  which  need  them  and  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  Army  which  frequently  requires  such  maps  for  topo- 
graphical data,. 


VISUAL  AIDS 


Modern  educators  recognize  the  value  of  visual  teaching  tools 
for  successfully  impressing  the  plastic  minds  of  children.  Film 
strips,  slides,  dioramas,  posters,:  figurines  and  many  other  such 
helps  are  created  on  the  Visual  Aids  Projects  and  distributed  to 
the  schools  of  the  state  for  cost  of  materials .- 


In  cooperation  with  the  Safety  Committee  of  the  State  Parent- 
Teachers  Council  and  with  the  technical  advice  of  the  Safety  Com- 
mission the  Visual  Aids  Project  has  created  a  model  village.  This 


VISUAL  AIDS  (continued) 


village  which  covers  a  table  top  has  movable  houses,  factories, 
pedestrians  and  miniature  automobiles  which  enable  the  children 
to  create  situations  similar  to  their  own  towns  or  school  areas. 
Any  traffic  or  safety  problem  can  be  presented  and  its  solution 
learned  by  actually  moving  the  objects  involved.   This  is  one  of 
the  newest  efforts  of  teaching  safety  by  the  visual  method, 


SEWING 


Nearly  36^  of  the  women  on  WPA  are  employed  on  sewing  projects. 
They  made  164,524  garments  in  the  six  months  from  June  1  to  December 
1,  This  is  the  project  which  made  the  thousands  of  garments  which 
were  distributed  to  the  victims  of  the  hurricane  in  193S» 
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FACTS 

The  initial  edition  of  "Facts"  met  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  approval  by  both  project  and  field  supervisors.  Many  project 
supervisors  voluntarily  sent  in  stories  of  accomplishment  for  the 
February  issue.  This  cooperation  is  particularly  appreciated, 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  all  continue  to  assist  us  with  "Facts" 
from  the  field. 

We  have  been  instructed  by  the  Washington  office  of  the  WPA 
that  the  name  of  the  Professional  and  Service  Division  is  to  be 
changed.  Effective  February  1st,,  vie  are  to  be  known  as  the 
Division  of  Community  Service  Programs.  The  Community  Service 
Projects  become  Public  Activity  Programs.  The  Research  and  Records 
Projects  become  Research  and  Records  Programs.  The  Welfare  Projects 
become  Welfare  Programs,  We,  therefore,  continue  our  work  with  neve 
emphasis  upon  the  services  we  are  prepared  to  give  our  communities 
in  Connecticut. 


ltbjuAti4UioQ»AJ 


Mary-'  M,  Hughart1,  DirectoS 

Division  off  Community  Service  Programs 


F   A 


NATIONAL  DEFENSE 


Several  of  the  women  on  the  Manchester  Sewing  Project  who 
have  gained  experience  in  the  operation  of  power  machines  have 
left  ths  project  to  take  private  employment  in  the  Cheney  Para- 
chute Factory, 


The  Milford  WPA  Adult  Education  Classes  are  cooperating 
fully  with  the  Red  Cross.  The  sewing  and  knitting  classes 
meet  every  Thursday  afternoon  from  1:00  to  5:00  under  the 
instruction  of  Mrs.  Florence  Geary.  Mrs.  Merritt  Clark  pro- 
duction chairman  of  the  Milford  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross 
furnishes  the  materials. 


The  WPA  Toy  and  Crafts  Projects  in  various  centers  through- 
out the  state  have  lost  many  employees  to  the  defense  industries 
because  of  their  training  in  machine  operation  and  their  exper- 
ience in  both  wood  and  metal  work. 


A  young  man  who  took  the  Red  Cross  First  Aid  Course  for 
Instructors  at  the  Glastonbury  WPA  Adult  Education  Class  passed 
his  final  examination  with  a  very  high  rating.  United  Aircraft 
found  him  so  good  that  he  is  now  a  member  of  their  First  Aid 
Department , 


The  Adult  Education- Recreation  Project  of  the  WPA  has  been 
busy  organizing  games  in  local  armories  where  draftees  have  been 
quartered  for  a  few  days  previous  to  their  going  to  camp, 
"Never  a  dull  moment,"  said  one  rookie. 


NATIONAL  DEFENSE  (continued) 


The  WPA  Education-Recreation  Project  in  Putnam  is  not 
loosing  any  time  cooperating  with  the  Defense  Program.  A 
rifle  class  to  improve  marksmanship  has  already  been  organized. 
This  should  provide  good  material  for  home  defense. 


The  Milford  Rifle  Class,  under  the  instruction  of  Robert 
Hamilton,  former  adjutant  at  Camp  Meade  and  Camp  Upton  during 
World  War  I,  has  been  officially  accepted  by  the  War  Department. 
In  its  new  status  the  group  will  operate  under  Colonel  Endicott, 
Director  of  Civilian  Marksmanship.  No  charge  for  admission  to 
this  class,  of  course. 


"Defense  program  rejuvenates  J"  might  be  the  headline  of 
this  item.  The  WPA  employee  engaged  in  rehabilitation  work 
at  the  Old  Men's  Home  in  Hartford  began  several  months  ago 
to  interest  the  inmates  in  some  of  the  technical  journals 
and  in  a  course  of  study  to  brush  up  their  former  skills, 
As  a  result,  7  of  the  old  men  have  gone  into  private  employ- 
ment J 


Behind  the  lines  defense  against  tuberculosis  J  On 
February  3,  U   and  5,  eight  WPA  workers  will  assist  the  New 
London  Department  of  Health  in  a  3  day  x-ray  campaign.  Dr, 
Pennell,  Health  Officer  for  the  city,  is  in  charge  and  it  is 
expected  that  over  2,000  persons  will  apply  for  this  service, 
The  WPA  employees,  borrowed  from  other  projects  for  the  occa- 
sion will  help  in  the  typing  of  records  and  in  preparing  the 
adults  and  children  for  the  examination, 


The  Cooperative  Room  Registry,  located  at  the  YWCA  and 
manned  by  WPA  help,  already  has  500  names  of  householders 
with  rooms  to  rent.  A  group  of  70  volunteers  working  under 
district  chairmen  are  surveying  the  city  so  that  complete 
information  concerning  each  available  room  will  be  on  file 
for  the  many  applicants  in  need  of  lodgings  in  Hartford, 


NATIONAL  DEFENSE  (continued) 


Over  350  job  candidates  are  being  tested  every  week  in  the 
Hartford  WPA  Adult  Guidance  Service  for  routing  to  the  State 
Trade  Schools  and  then  into  defense  industries. 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES 


In  s6me  of  the  School  Lunch  Projects  -  zbe   Red  Cross  is 
supplying  cod  liver  oil.  It  has  become  the  duty  of  the  WPA 
workers  to  "administer"  it. 


Breakfasts  are  served  to  undernourished  children  on  15  of 
the  41  school  lunch  projects  in  the  state. 


In  the  Mont owe se  School  Lunch  Room  the  walls  are  covered 
with  drawings  of  Mickey  Mouse,  Jiminy  Cricket,  Pinocchio,  and 
other  Disney  characters,  all  painted  by  children  in  the  school, 
Everyone  who  visits  the  school  is  delighted  with  these  lively 
decorations. 


At  the  Rice  School  in  Stamford  the  WPA  Lunch  Project 
started  with  90  children.   In  three  weeks  there  were  300, 


So  many  women  have  volunteered  to  assist  at  the  WPA  School 
Lunch  in  Weston,  that  each  mother  needs  to  come  only  once  a 
month. 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES  (continued) 


Page  Emily  Post!  Many  School  Lunch  workers  are  teaching 
proper  table  manners  to  children  in  the  schools c  Little  boys 
are  taught  to  pull  out  chairs  for  little  girls,  napkins  are 
gradually  coming  into  vogue  and  on  several  of  the  projects  the 
children  either  say  or  sing  grace  in  unison, 


A  volunteer  School  Lunch  assistant  became  so  interested  in 
the  work  the  project  was  doing  that  she  contributed  one  of  her 
"pet"  recipes  for  use  in  preparing  meals  for  the  children. 


The  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  in  Hartford  feeds  125  colored 
children  a  full  meal  every  day.  This  School  Lunch  unit  enjoys 
the  cooperation  of  both  church  members  and  pastor  which  far 
excells  that  enjoyed  by  other  schools. 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES 

In  New  Britain  recently  the  housekeeping  aides  were  instruc- 
ted in  international  cookery.  One  woman  showed  how  to  make 
Swedish  meat  balls,  another,  German  raised  bread  and  cake, 
another  Irish  stew  as  prepared  in  old  Erin,  another  tossed  a 
delicious  French  salad,  and  a  Yankee  showed  the  correct  way  to 
prepare  New  England  baked  beans.  Hands  across  the  sea  J 


Housekeeping  Aides  are  often  called  upon  to  perform  emer- 
gency duties  outside  their  regular  field.  In  Waterbury  recently, 
a  housekeeping  aide  officiated  at  a  pre-scheduled  birth  before 
the  doctor  could  get  there.  When  the  doctor  arrived  both  mother 
and  child  were  doing  well. 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES  (continued; 


Since  the  inception  of  the  S'ood  Stamp  Plan  in  Hartford  and 
New  Haven,  more  and  more  interest  in  correct  buying  has  been 
shown  by  housewives  and  an  increasing  amount  of  consumer  educa- 
tion has  been  called  for  and  supplied  by  the  WPA  through  its 
housekeeping  aides.  Generally  higher  nutritional  standards 
have  been  developed. 


Those  families  receiving  surplus  commodities  are  learning 
how  to  prepare  appetizing  meals  from  these  foods  through  the 
housekeeping  aides.  Variety  is  not  only  the  spice  of  life  but 
of  foods.  New  well-balanced  menus  and  tasty  recipes  are  the 
answer.  The  days  when  oatmeal  and  cornmeal  were  fed  to  chickens 
instead  of  children  are  apparently  gone  forever. 


The  New  Haven  WPA  Housekeeping  Aides  assisted  in  240  homes 
in  1940.  Five  of  these  were  motherless  families.  Nearly  half, 
or  approximately  120,  were  "blessed  events". 


Many  an  older  daughter  in  motherless  homes  hafe  been  able 
to  continue  her  education  because  of  the  help  given  by  tho 
Housekeeping  Aides, 


The  Housekeeping  Aides  are  of  great  assistance  to  visiting 
nurses.  This  is  especially  true  in  families  where  there  is  a 
new  baby.  Aides  get;  the  layette  ready,  prepare  formulas^  steri- 
lize bottles  and  care  for  the  mother  during  her  convalescence 
according  to  the  nurse's  instructions. 


HOSPITAL  AIDES 


An  informal  noon- relaxation  period  in  which  1PA  Hospital 
Aides  and  a  few  nurses  got  together  for  a  "sing"  at  the  Bridge- 
port Hospital  has  grown  to  he  so  popular  that  it  is  a  regular 
event.  A  WPA  worker  plays  the  piano,  those  with  special  talent 
perform,  even  the  supervisor  of  nurses  joined  with  a  solo. 
Convalescent  patients  and  workers  throughout  the  hospital  now 
look  forward  to  this  festive  period  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 


ADULT  EDUCATION-IS  CREATION 


In  Ansonia  no  person  who  has  taken  the  citizenship  courses 
offered  by  the  WPA  Adult  Education  Project  has  ever  been  refused 
his  final  papers  by  the  naturalization  court. 


Unlike  most  of  the  other  Recreation  Projects,  the  Hartford 
project,  sponsored  by  the  Park  Department,  includes  work  with 
children.  In  20  schools  and  several  municipal  community  centers 
both  gymnasium  and  playroom  activities  are  in  progress  at  this 
time.  Classes  in  art,  crafts  and  knitting  are  very  popular. 
The  youngsters  are  very  eager  to  assist  with  work  for  the  Red 
Cross  and  British  War  Relief. 


The  Hartford  Housing  Authority  is  consulting  with  the 
Recreation  Project  as  to  the  strategic  location  of  its  units 
so  that  the  greatest  good  may  be  accomplished  in  congested 
areas. 


The  largest  part  of  the  work  done  by  the  Adult  Education 
Project  in  Hartford  is  in  teaching  academic  and  vocational 
training  subjects.  Classes  are  conducted  in  the  Hartford  High 
School  and  in  West  Middle  School. 


LIBRARY 


More  and  more  libraries  throughout  the  state  are  availing 
themselves  of  the  services  of  WPA  help.  Many  WPA  workers  are 
the  means  of  keeping  the  libraries  Open  more  days  per  week  and 
more  hours  per  day, 


Bookmending  is  an  important  phase  of  WPA  Library  work. 
Trained  men  and  women  bind  and  repair  books  for  schools  and 
public  libraries  which  would  not  otherwise  receive  this 
attention. 


All  sorts  of  interesting  things  came  out  of  the  Supervisors' 
Meetings  in  January.   It  was  discovered  that  the  Sewing  Project 
had  been  given  a  large  quantity  of  buckram  by  a  New  Haven  manu- 
facturer but  the  project  had  no  use  for  it.  The  supervisor  men- 
tioned it  at  the  New  Haven  meeting  and  the  Library  project  snap- 
ped it  up  for  bookmending , 


WRITERS 


The  Connecticut  WPA  Writers'  Project  is  furnishing  pictures 
and  information  to  national  headquarters  for  a  picture  book  of 
America  which  will  be  published  soon.  The  book  will  contain 
attractive  photographs  and  facts  about  every  section  of  our 
country  and  will  be  widely  distributed  throughout  Latin  and 
South  America,  Good  neighbors,  indeed  J 


Keep  on  the  watch  for  "Connecticut  in  Pictures"  which  is 
to  be  published  soon.  All  material  and  photographs  were  assem- 
bled by  the  Writers'  Project  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
books  of  its  kind  ever  issued  about  this  state.  Romomber,  lib- 
eral discounts  are  given  to  all  WPA  employees  wishing  to  purchase 

copies  of  any  Writers'  Project  books.  Apply  to  Connecticut  WPA 

Writers'  Project,  63  Dwight  Street,  New  Haven, 


WRITERS  (continued) 


Several  calls  have  come  from,  persons  in  West  Haven  asking 
for  copies  of  the  new  "History  of  West  Haven"  written  and 
illustrated  by  the  WPA  Writers'  Project.  They  may  be  obtained 
at  Mary  Lee  Shop  in  West  Haven,  536  Campbell  Avenue. 


Did  your  grandmother  save  her  programs  when  she  went  to  the 
theater  in  New  Haven  in  the  early  days?  Dr.  Sidney  Albert,  who 
is  directing  the  work  of  the  WPA  Writers'  Project  in  preparation 
for  the  forthcoming  "History  of  New  Haven  Theatres",  would  appre- 
ciate hearing  from  anyone  having  any  programs,  letters,  handbills, 
or  other  material  concg:rn3r&g  Iffew  Haven  theatres  since  their  in- 
ception. Yale  School  Of  Drama  is  sponsor  of  the  venture. 


MUSIC 


The  newest  effort  of  the  WPA  Music  Project  in  Connecticut  is 
the  organization  of  singing  groups  in  various  communities.  Thee© 
will  furnish  as  much  genuine  enjoyment  now  as  in  1917-18  and  will 
be  an  important  phase  of  recreational  activity  for  those  employed 
long  hours  in  the  defense  industries. 


One  of  the  members  of  the  Waterbury  WPA  Ensemble  passed  the 
rigid  examinations  for  the  U.  S„  Army  Band  and  has  already  been 
assigned. 


A  study  in  contrasts  was  observed  by  a  Field  Supervisor  on 
the  morning  the  trainees  for  military  service  left  the  south- 
western section  of  the  state.  On  the  platform  of  the  Stamford 
station  a  general  air  of  friendliness  and  goodfellowship  pre- 
vailed without  a  tear  in  sight.  Good  wishes  were  exchanged 
even  between  total  strangers,  and  the  passengers  on  the  whole 
train  were  talking  about  the  grand  send-off  given  the  boys  in 
Stamford.  Reason:   City  and  town  officials  very  thoughtfully 
arranged  for  the  WPA  Stamford  Band  to  be  on  hand.  "God  Bless 


MUSIC  (continued) 

America",  and  a  number  of  stirring  selections  were  played, 
At  Norwalk,  the  boys  who  were  entraining  wore-  long  faces,  a 
few  weeping  mothers  and  sweethearts  said  doleful  good-byes 
and  an  atmosphere  of  gloom  prevailed.  Such  is  the  power  of 
music* 


The  Stamford  WPA  Band  recently  played  at  the  Belltown  School, 
A  twelve-year-old  boy  was  invited  to  join  the  band  with  his 
clarinet  and  gave  a  very  professional  performance.  Next  time 
the  band  visits  the  school  another  child  has  been  invited  to 
play  his  saxophone.  Think  how  those  children  will  practice 
their  scales  in  preparation  for  this  honorj 


Audience  participation  doesn't  always  involve  just  the 
children,  A  musical  principal  borrowed  the  instrument  of  the 
trombonist  and  played  for  the  assembly.  In  the  same  school  a 
boy  soprano  sang,  "It  Game  Upon  a  Midnight  Clear"  accompanied 
by  the  Band.  This  enthusiastic  principal  is  now  arranging  a 
concert  for  the  1,50$  pupils  of  the  evening  school,, 


Hartford  children  attending  the  educational  concerts  by 
the  WPA  Band  are  having  a  lot  of  fun  these  days.  Henry  Busse, 
the  conductor,  has  asked  them  to  bring  their  toy  flutes,  clar- 
inets, drums,  and  saxopfcones  to  the  concerts.  Members  of  the 
orchestra  then  demonstrate  hov;  much  music  there  is  in  even  a 
toy  instrument  and  how  it  fits  into  the  four  great  families  of 
instruments,  the  strings,  the  woodwinds »  the  brasses  and  per- 
cussion instruments. 


SEWING 


Out  of  <j   girls  trained  on  the  automatic  button-hole  machine 
in  the  New  Haven  Sewing  Project  1+   are  now  in  private  employment, 
P,S.  One  girl  reports  a  pay  envelops  of  $'29»00  for  one  week. 


SEWING  (continued; 


The  New  Haven  Sewing  Project  used  171,000  yards  of  material 
in  1940  to  make  81,000  garments.  Interesting  note:  Although 
119  types  of  garments  are  made,  no  more  than  two  of  a  size  are 
ever  made  of  the  same  material.  Think  what  a  fine  thing  it  is 
that  no  child  ever  has  to  be  conscious  of  the  source  of  his 
clothing  J 


Several  of  the  sewing  projects  have  been  equipped  with 
power  Sevang  machines.  The  New  Haven  project  has  11  of  them  on 
which  girls  learn  to  make  all  types  of  seams  on  pieces  of  scrap 
material.  In  60  to  100  hours,  a  girl  is  ready  to  go  on  regular 
work,  and  after  she  has  had  200  hours  experience,  she  can  take 
private  employment. 


PATTERN  EXCHANGE 


Over  13,000  patterns  were  distributed  by  the  Central 
Pattern  Exchange  to  4.6  Sewing  Projects  all  over  the  state 
in  1940.  A  big  help  in  this  work  was  the  138-page  Fashion 
Book  showing  drawings  and  diagrams  of  each  garment. 


CIEANING 

Much  to  the  surprise  of  everyone  in  the  West  Haven 
Library  the  ceiling  of  the  children's  room  turned  out  to 
be  white  when  the  workers  of  the  Cleaning  Project  washed  it. 
Miss  Mason,  the  librarian,  was  delighted  with  the  improvement 
in  the  lighting.  When  the  rest  of  the  room  was  cleaned  she 
said  that  not  only  was  the  room  and  its  furnishings  in  a  much 
more  sanitary  condition  but  she  also  commended  the  courteous 
and  considerate  attitude  of  the  workers. 


CLEANING  (continued' 


Story  for  Damon  Runyon:  A  man  on  the  cleaning  project  in 
the  Undercliffe  Sanatorium  was  finishing  his  work  in  a  doctor's 
office.  He  looked  weak  and  ill.  Returning  to  his  office,  the 
doctor  noticed  the  man  and  asked  him  if  he  was  feeling  badly. 
The  man  replied  that  he  was  being  treated  for  ulcers  of  the 
stomach  but  that  he  suffered  a  great  deal  of  pain.  The  doctor, 
interested,  arranged  for  x-rays  to  be  taken  without  charge  at 
the  hospital  which  were  passed  on  to  the  man's  own  physician. 
The  man  was  operated  on  last  week.  According  to  the  latest 
word,  he  is  recovering  rapidly  and  will  soon  be  able  to  resume 
light  duties  at  his  work. 


HOUSEHOLD  TRAINING  CENTERS 


The  work  of  the  Household  Training  Centers  received  high 
praise  from  "The  Woman  Worker",  a  publication  issued  by' the 
Women's  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Labor  at  Washington,  The 
Household  Training  Centers  in  both  Hartford  and  New  Haven  offer 
a  free  twelve-week  training  course  for  young  women  who  wish  to 
take  up  household  employment.  Sponsored  by  the  Connecticut  State 
Employment  Service  and  co-sponsored  by  groups  of  public-spirited 
women,  these  centers  have  trained  scores  of  young  women  most  of 
whom  are  satisfactorily  placed  in  good-paying  positions.  Says 
"The  Woman  Worker":   "These  training  centers  are  outstanding 
among  the  more  or  less  similar  projects  now  operated  by  the  WPA 
in  about  30  states," 


MASTITIS- 


More  thr.n  "400,000  tests  have  been  made  for  bovine  mastitis 
among  Connecticut  dairy  herds.  Sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Domestic  Animals  and  the  Dairy  and  Food  Commission,  WPA  workers 
have  provided  useful  assistance.  Mastitis  seriously  reduces 
the  milk  yield  of  affected  cows  thus  lessening  the  farmer's  in- 
come. It  also  lowers  the  nutritional  value  of  the  milk  which 
concerns  the  ultimate  consumer.  No  permanent  cure  has  been  found, 
but  the  disease  can  be  controlled  by  preventing  healthy  cows  from 
coming  in  contact  with  the  infection.  Permanent  jobs  on  the  state 
payroll  were  given  two  WPA  workers  at  the  University  of  Connecti- 
cut at  Storrs.  They  are  continuing  in  the  laboratory  the  work 
they  have  been  doing  on  the  Mastitis  Project, 


MASTITIS  (continued; 


Quotation  from  "New  England  Homestead",  a  well-known  farm 
publication:   "VJPA  funds  for  agricultural  projects  were  made 
available  to  the  Connecticut  Commissioner  on  Domestic  Animals 
in  February,  1936...,, one  notable  result  of  which  has  been  the 
amassing  of  more  scientific  data  about  Mastitis  in  Connecticut 
than,  exists  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union," 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS  SURVEY 


The  Historical  Records  Survey  in  Newtown  recently  ran  across 
a  priceless  bit  of  information.   It  seems  that  the  Indian  deed 
recorded  in  1705  states  that  the  tract  of  land  was  bought  from 
the  Pootatuck  Indians  for  "four  guns,  four  broadcloth  coats, 
blankets,  four  luffulls  coats,  four  Cettles,  ten  shirts,  ten 
pairs  stockings,  forty  pounds  of  lead,  ten  hatchets,  ten  pounds 
of  powder  and  forty  knives."  This  is  one  of  the  many  ancient 
documents  which  have  been  and  are  being  copied  before  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  time  destroy  them. 


The  Historical  Records  Project  in  Trumbull  proved  so  inter- 
esting that  it  became  the  basis  for  a  newly-organized  class  in 
civics  and  local  government. 


The  Inventory  of  Episcopal  Church  Records  in  Connecticut  has 
just  been  completed  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey.  The  mater- 
ial which  the  Inventory  makes  available  gives  an  interesting  side- 
light on  the  life  and  times  of  early  Connecticut.  Among  many 
other  fascinating  bits  of  information,  historians  of  the  future 
may  know  where  to  look  for  the  bullet  lodged  in  the  sounding 
board  of  Christ  Church  in  Redding  which  was  fired  by  an  angry 
parishioner  at  the  outspoken  Loyalist  minister,  Reverend  John 
Beach,  in  1775. 


The  only  worker  on  the  Historical  Records  Survey  in  Guilford 
is  going  into  a  fine  job  with  Collier's  magazine.  She  is  to  be 
in  charge  of  several  hundred  accounts  in  a  territory  extending 
from  Branford  to  Niantic  and  is  the  only  woman  employed  on  such 
a  job  in  this  state. 


CHILDREN'S  MUSEUM 


A  former  WPA  employee  is  now  head  of  the  Norwalk  Children's 
Museum  and  two  WPA  employees  help  with  the  program  of  activities. 
These  are  a  few  of  the  things  which  are  going  on: 

A  sea  garden  has  been  started  with  seaweed,  shells 
and  various  sea  animals  including  a  shrimp. 

The  rabbit  which  is  being  raised  by  the  children  was 
A.W.O.L.  for  two  hours  the  other  day.  He  was  found  in  one 
of  the  cases  asleep  in  a  model  of  an  old  Colonial  bed. 

Two  rats  are  flourishing  so  rapidly  that  they  must 
have  larger  cages  (which  will  be  made  by  the  WPA  man  on 
the  project) . 

Bird  feeding  stations  have  been  started  on  window 
sills  and  in  the  park.   Children  help  take  care  of  them 
in  conjunction  with  the  local  Boy  Scout  Troop. 

The  Garden  Club  of  youngsters  have  decided  to  extend 
the  scope  of  their  work.  They  are  now  growing  carrots  and 
onions  in  addition  to  their  potted  plants. 

The  children  are  making  educational  puzzles  under  the 
direction  of  the  WPA  workers  in  order  to  earn  points  enough 
to  become  members  of  the  Museum.  Children  who  complete 
their  assigned  projects  successfully  are  entitled  to  tickets 
to  Saturday  morning  movies  at  the  Museum,  These  privileges 
are  much  valued. 

Cooperative  programs  have  been  developed  in  cooperation 
with  the  schools  in  Norwalk. 

Women  of  the  community  materially  assist  with  the  work 
on  a  volunteer  basis, 

A  recent  radio  program  was  given  by  the  museum  director 
in  which  she  mentioned  the  important  part  of  the  work  done 
by  the  WPA  employees. 
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HEALTH 


"Eating  the  proper  foods  and  seeing  that  the  folks  for 
whose  health  we  are  responsible  eat  properly  hardly  seems 
like  part  of  a  defense  program.  Yet  our  government  has  said 
this  is  so,  and  with  good  reason.   Only  when  a  nation's  citi- 
zens are  sturdy  and  well  can  that  nation  really  practice  total 
defense.  Healthy  people  are  needed  to  build  ships  and  air- 
planes, and  to  carry  on  efficiently  the  usual  day-by-day  work 
that  constitutes,  in  most  cases,  the  individual's  best  contri- 
bution to  the  defense  program." 

....... .from  Wheat  Flour  Institute  Bulletin 


The  nurses  and  doctors  who  take  care  of  the  SO  elderly 
persons  in  the  New  London  Hillside  Home  will  find  their  work 
lighter  and  the  patients  will  be  more  comfortable  as  a  result 
of  the  assigning  of  3  WPA  workers  to  the  Home.   Their  duties 
will  be  mostly  in  the  infirmary  waiting  on  those  who  are  bed- 
ridden. 


The  assistance  given  by  WPA  employees  at  the  Backus 
Hospital  in  Norwich  has  been  so  valuable  that  more  workers 
are  being  assigned  and  the  work  expanded  in  all  department s« 


To  further  the  work  of  the  New  London  Health  Department 
in  examining  the  school  children  in  the  -city,  four  WPA 
clerks  will  assist  in  keeping  records,  helping  nurses, 
filling  out  certificates,  and  helping  in.  the  operation  of  the 
eye  and  ear  testing  machines  at  the  schools  and  clinics. 
It  is  a  big  job  since  there  are  7000  children  in  the  New 
London  schools. 


HEALTH  (continued; 


The  tuberculosis  examination  which  was  conducted 
by  the  New  London  Health  Department  with  the  help  of  12 
WPA  workers  x-rayed  2025  person s„   Sir  cf  the  "J? A  employees 
were  drafted  from  the  Sewing  Project  and  two  from  the  Vital 
Statistics  Index  in  addition  bo  those  already  working  in  the 
Departments  The  Sewing  Project  women  assisted  the  applicants 
in  preparing  for  the  exa.minat.ion  and  the  clerical  workers 
were  engaged  in  stamping  metal  tags  and  filling  out  file  cards, 
Every  WPA  employee  reported  getting  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction. 


Remember  that  ambitious  young  woman  assistant  in  a 
dental  clinic,  we  told  you  about  in  January  Facts.   She 
has  been  put  on  the  city  payroll  to  continue  in  the  same 
work.  Who  said  there  is  no  future  in  WPA? 


ADULT  EDUCATION-RECREATION 


A  daytime  recreation  center  has  been  opened  at  the 
Headquarters  of  the  U.  So  Army  Recruiting  Center  at  555 
Asylum  Street,  Hartford  under  the  direction  of  a  member  of 
the  WPA  Adult  Education- Recreation  Project*  Games, 
facilities  for  showing  motion  pictures,  and  a  library  of 
magazines  help  those  young  men  pass  the  day  while  waiting 
for  their  clearance  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Devens.   The 
recreation  center,  one  of  the  first  to  be  installed  at  an 
induction  headquarters,  has  received  from  the  WPA  2  pool 
tables,  6  game  tables  and  25  table  games* 


ADULT  EDUCATION- RECREATION  (continued) 


The  Milford  Adult  Education  Project  is  guided  in  its 
policy  and  activities  by  an  advisory  council  composed  of 
a  number  of  community  leaders  including  presidents  of  PTA's, 
representatives  from  church  groups  and  civic  organizations. 
This  committee  will  help  in  the  selection  of  subjects  to  be 
taught,,  in  enlisting  the  cooperation  of  other  groups  and  in 
stimulating  the  interest  of  the  general  public  in  educational 
and  recreational  activities,  as  well  as  advising  on  those 
subjeots  most  needed  for  home  defense. 


The  Glastonbury  Education  Project  has  given  Mr.  C. 
a  course  in  First  Aid  and  a  course  in  chair  caning.   The 
other  day  Mr,  C.  approached  the  supervisor  about  organizing 
a  class  in  radio  transmission  for  vrtiich  he  volunteered  his 
services  as  instructor.   Said  Mr.  C,  "I've  been  on  the 
receiving  end  of  your  program  for  a  long  time.  Now  I'd 
like  to  be  on  the  giving  end." 


A  class  in  music  appreciation  has  been  organized 
in  New  Haven  by  the  Adult  Education  Project.  It  will  be 
another  of  the  popular  'Leaming-to-Listen'  course  which 
have  been  so  successful  in  other  centers. 


New  classes  in  etching,  wood  carving,  metal  work 
and  leather  tooling  have  been  recently  added  to  the  courses 
offered  by  the  Milford  Adult  Education  Project. 


MUSIC 


Music  project  units  continue  to  be  widely  utilized 
by  various  organizations  of  the  defense  program.   In  both 
WaterbuVy  and  Stamford  the  le aye- talcing  of  draftees  has 
been  cheered  on  several  occasions  by  lively  musical  programs. 
The  chairman  of  the  Stamford  Draft  Board  says  in  a  recent  letter, 
"The  presence  of  the  Band  added  greatly  to  the  send-off  given 
to  the  men  and  we  are  extremely  grateful,"  On  Sunday  morning, 
March  9,  the  Waterbury  unit  will  play  for  religious  services 
for  the  National  Guard  unit  at  the  Waterbury  armory. 


Besides  civic  and  educational  concerts  and  those  given 
in  hospitals,  sanatorium  and  other  institutions,  an  important 
activity  of  the  Music  Project  is  furnishing  music  for  the 
"graduation  exorcises"  of  naturalization  classes.  r  Due  to  the 
increased  numbers  of  the  foreign-born  who  are  becoming 
American  citizens  many  of  these  events  have  already  been 
scheduled. 


Another  member  of  th§  Waterbury  unit  of  the  Music  project 
has  "joined  up",  Michael  Trent a.'.ange,  saxophonist  , has  been 
assigned  to  the  Regiment  B£nd  at  Camp  Edwards,  Falmouth } 
Massachusetts, 


Her  husband  used  to  be  an  accomplished  violinist.  Many 
years  ago  he  died.   Today  she  i",a  patient  at  the  Hartford 
Municipal  home. 

One  day  the  Hartford  WPA  Ensemble  was  giving  a  concert 
at  the  Home  and  bepause  she  had  attways  loved  it  and  because 
it  was  her  husbands  favorite  she  a  shed  the  conductor  to  play 
Tschaikowsky* s  "Barcarolle",  Unfortunately,  the  music  of 
that  famous  work  had  not  been  arranged  for  the  string  group. 

The  next  time  the  Ensemble  placed  at  the  Municipal  Home 
the  first  number  was  the  "Barcarolle".  Michael  Valentine, 
on  his  own  time,  had  made  a  special  arrangement  so  that  the 
E""-sor:'"Ie  eovV.d  r.l^-.y  nn  eld  lady's  fa-sforite  turea 


MUSIC  (continued) 


The  people  of  New  Britain  like  good  music  I  An  increas- 
ing number  of  engagements  for  WPA  Music  units  for  both  civic 
and  educational  concerts  has  been  observed  in  the  past  few 
months. 


The  educational  concerts  which  form  such  an  important 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Music  Project  are  not  the  conven- 
tional type  with  musicians  playing  and  audience  listening. 
In  nearly  every  one  of  these  events,  especially  among  the 
younger  children,  the  audience  actively  participates  in 
the  concert.   In  a  recent  concert  in  Ellington  in  which' 
children  from  schools  in  the  surrounding  areas  attended, 
Mr.  Busse  reports  having  an  enthusiastic  young  musician, 
a  little  colored  girl,  play  her  tambourine  with  the  band 
and  another  little  girl  play  a  selection  on  her  toy  xylo- 
phone before  the  assembly.   Often  children  with  a  sense  of 
rhythm  from  the  audience  are  offered  the  privilege  of  lead- 
ing the  musicians  in  some  familiar  number.  Audiences  of 
youngsters  particularly  enjoy  singing  with  the  band  or  or- 
chestra. All  this  is  an  important  step  along  the  road  to 
greater  appreciation  for  music. 


The  great  pianist,  Josef  •.Hofmann,  gave  one  of  his 
finest  performances  in  his  recent  concert  with  the  Bridge- 
port WPA  Symphony  Orchestra  at  the  Klein  Memorial  Auditor- 
ium, Directly  after  the  concert  a  receiption  for  Dr.  Hofmann 
was  given  in  the  Green  Room.  When  complimented  on  his  wonder- 
ful performance,  Dr.  Hofmann  said,  "Why  shouldn't  I  give  a 
wonderful  performance?  I  had  wonderful  support!  The  Orches- 
tra is  very  fine  —  tone  quality,  rhythm,  interpretation  — 
in 'fact,  it  Iws  ovorything. 


WRITERS 


An  example  of  the  cooperation  between  projects  of 
the  C.  S.  P.  Division  is  the  new  book  "The  Farmington 
Canal  Boats  Across  the  New  England  Hills",  which  will  be 
ready  very  shortly.  Written  by  the  Writers'  Project, 
bound  by  the  book  binding  department  of  the  Library  Project, 
between  covers  designed  and  created  by  the  Silk  Screen 
department   of  the  Crafts  Project,  the  book  will  be 
available  to  Connecticut  schools  as  an  interesting  history 
of  the  life  and  times  of  early  Connecticut.   The  State 
Department  of  Education  is  the  co-operating  sponsor* 


"Connecticut",  one  of  the  booklets  of  the  American 
Recreation  Series,  compiled  by  the  Connecticut  Writers' 
Project,  has  met  with  great  success.  A  recent  report  from 
Washington  indicates  it  is  selling  seven  to  one  in 
comparison  with  those  from  other  states,  A  streamlined 
version  of  the  larger  Connecticut  Guide,  it  contains 
information  about  events,  places,  and  tours  of  interest 
to  the  vacationer.   It  sells  for  15#  at  most  book  stores 
and  is  an  investment  in  succinct  details  about  our  state. 


The  biggest  "Baedeker"  of  America  ever  published 
will  be  the  U.  S.  Travel  Atlas  giving  points  of  interest, 
routes,  historical  spots,  recreational  information  and 
maps  of  every  state  in  the  country.   Connecticut  maps  and 
material  have  been  furnished  by  the  Writers' Project  for  the 
book  which  is  now  on  its  way  to  the  publisher. 


The  State  Library  at  Hartford  and  the  Tale 
Architectural  Library  are  the  richer  for  receiving  5000 
architectural  drawings  of  old  houses  in  Connecticut  to- 
gether with  concise  descriptive  material  'concerning  each. 
Fire,  the  elements,  and  the  march  of  progress  has  already 
spelled  the  doom  of  many  of  the  old  houses  included  in  the 
survey  which  was  made  in  the  past  few  years  by  the 
Connecticut  Writers1  Project. 


ART 


The  Index  of  American  Design,  one  of  the  activities 
of  the  Art  Project,  has  received  an  unusual  honors  A 
group  of  color  plates  drawn  by  project  artists  were  discussed 
in  a  lecture  by  Holger  Cahill,  Washington  Director  of  the 
'ATA  Art  Program,  at  the  Cosmopolitan  C]kj£b  in  New  York.   The 
Index j  which  makes  a  record  of  the  arts  of  our  forebears  in 
Connecticut,  sent  Mr.  Cahill  four  of  the  reproductions  of 
old  tavern  signs.   In  a  letter  to  Miss  Hughart,  he  states, 
"The  artists  are  to  be  complimented  on  the  excellent  renderings 
of  these  signs." 


The  Margaret  Cooper  Prise  of  $50  for  the  best  picture 
by  a  Connecticut  artist  was  awarded  to  Beatrice  Cuming 
for  her  "Shore  Leave"  at  the  Thirty-First  Annual  Exhibition 
of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.  Miss  Cuming,  a 
New  London  artist  employed  by  the  WPA,  is  widely  recognized 
for  her  vigorous  paintings  of  industrial  subjects.  John 
Matulis  and  Irving  Katsenstein,  former  IP  A  artists,  were 
given  honorable  mention  for  their  entries* 


Allocation  of  eleven  pictures  by  WPA  artists  to  the 
Park  Department  in  Hartford  is  reported* 


A  watercolor  entitled  "Lobsterman",  by   George 
Sheilhase  of  Rowayton,  an  Art  Project  employee,  was 
purchased  by  the  Government  for  the  Marine  Hospital 
at  Carville,  Louisiana. 


ART  (continued) 


Of  all  the  works  of  art  allocated  to  public  buildings 
over  45%  are  landscapes  while  the  next  most  popular  subject, 
flowers,  represents  about  13$.  After  these  follows  success- 
ively, marines,  snow  scenes,  industrials,  genre,  still  life, 
animals,  figure  studies,  imaginative  compositions,  sports, 
and  historical  subjects.  Says  the  project  supervisor,  "There 
is  nothing  surprising  about  the  broad  category  of  landscape 
leading  the  field.   There  is  a  great  deal  of  room  for 
development  in  the  category  of  sports.   The  low  allocation 
figure  is  largely  due  to  minor  inaccuracies  in  costume  or 

playing  technique Schoolboys  are  death  on  these  details 

and  they  have  a  right  to  be.  Artists  are  encouraged  to  use 
sport  subjects  of  all  kinds  -  but  they  must  be  accurate," 


Three  important  mural  works  have  recently  been 
completed  under  the  Art  Project: 

The  final  in  five  decorative  panels  by  Milton  R.  Bellin 
of  New  Haven  has  just  been  installed  in  the  main  entrance  hall 
of  the  State  Teachers  College  in  New  Britain. 

A  mural  frieze  decoration  for  the  Quinnipiac  Council 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  has  been  finished  by  Joseph 
Schork  of  New  Haven.   The  frieze  measures  two  feet  in  width 
and  forty  feet  in  length  and  depicts  many  of  the  principal 
features  of  Scout  and  Sea  Scout  activities. 

"American  Industry"  is  the  title  of  a  mural  panel  for 
the  New  Britain  High  School  Library  by  Frank  Rutkoski  of 
Hamden.   It  is  approximately  five  feet  high  and  thirteen 
feet  long  and  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  three.  Ernest  Hart 
and  Austin  Ayers  have  assisted  in  the  work. 


YISUAL  AIDS 


Those  who  have  visited  Hartford  recently  will  have 
noticed  the  striking  looking  posters  on  the  lamp  posts 
all  over  the  city  urging  examination  and  treatment  for 
venereal  diseases.   These  posters  were  created  by  the  silk 
screen  department  of  the  Crafts  Project  for  the  Visual  Aids 
Project.   The  Hartford  Board  of  Health,  cooperating  sponsor 
of  the  undertaking,  requested  the  use  of  the  lamp  post 
display  frames  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  All  agencies 
working  together  to  curb  an  unnecessary  evil. 


The  various  exhibits  promoting  health  information 
made  by  the  Visual  Aids  Project  are  all  heavily  scheduled 
in  Hartford.   The  milk  exhibit  goes  to  the  schools,  the 
pneumonia  exhibit  to  schools  and  various  organizations, 
the  venereal  disease  exhibit  to  organizations  and  vacant 
store  windows  and  to  many  other  public  places  often 
accompanied  by  a  speaker  from  the  Health  Department.   This 
important  work  presents  facts  about  health  forcefully  and 
dramatically. 


Visitors  who  admire  the  excellent  photographs  which 
appear  on  the  displays,  charts  and  other  material  made  on 
the  Hartford  Visual  Aids  Project  are  interested  to  learn 
that  they  are  produced  through  the  excellent  cooperation 
of  a  city  Department,   The  Visual  Aids  photographer  is 
allowed  the  use  of  the  dark  room  at  police  headquarters. 


LIBRARY 


A  number  of  school  libraries  are  being  operated  by 
WPA  employees  exclusively.   This  means  that  several 
hundred  children  have  access  to  library  books  who  otherwise 
would  be  without 'this  important  service,. 


LIBRARY  (continued' 


During  the  recent  epidemic  of  colds  and  flu,  several 
libraries  were  kept  open  by  WPA  workers  while  regular 
librarians  were  absent. 


'TACTS"  is  collated  and  stapled  by  the  members  of  the 
Library  Project  at  the  New  Haven  State  Teachers  College. 
Notice  how  carefully  the  pages  are  inserted  and  how 
accurately  the  staples  are  placed* 


CLEANING 


A  letter  from  the  General  Registrars  of  Voters  of 
Bridgeport  to  the  supervisor  of  the  Cleaning  Project: 
"They  (the  workers)  have  accomplished  much  in  cleaning 
every  piece  of  furniture,  and  equipment.   The  walls  and 
floor  have  been  thoroughly  washed  and  restored,  in  short, 
they  have  done  a  mighty  fine  job  and  we  believe  that  it  is 
only  fair  that  you  should  know  about  it." 


Seventeen  people  are  employed  on  the  VJPA  Cleaning 
Project  engaged  in  renovating  the  State  Office  Building 
in  Hartford.   The  stonework  in  the  Capitol  xvas  thoroughly 
cleaned  before  the  Legislature  convened. 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES 


The  new  technical  supervisor  of  the  School  Lunch 
Project  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  recent  joint 
meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Home  Economics  Association 
and  the  Connecticut  Dietetic  Association  at  which  she 
outlined  the  methods  and  standards  of  the  project. 
Many  of  the  members,  commenting  afterwards., were  surprised 
and  pleased  to  learn  of  the  accomplishments  in  this  work. 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES  (continued) 


The  Farmingjjton  School  Lunch  Program  opened  in 
December  is  going  great  guns!   In  three  schools  U7U 
children  are  being  served  daily. 

School  lunches  have  recently  opened  in  the  follow- 
ing towns:  Plainville,  Milford,  Brookfield,  Danbury, 
Taftville  and  Ashford.   The  Ashford  project  has  the 
unique  arrangement  of  centralized  cooking  for  five  small 
rural  schools.   The  food  in  covered  containers  and  dishes 
are  trucked  to  each  school  and  after  lunch  the  truck  re- 
turns for  the  empty  receptacles „ 


One  of  the  best  inducements  to  good  marks  in  the 
Middle  Haddam  school  is  the  privilege  of  helping  the 
WPA  school  lunch  worker.   It  is  an  eagerly  sought 
privilege. 


FOOD  STAMP  PLAN 


On  March  1st  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in  Hartford  is 
one  year  old.  Light  the  candle  and  eat  the  cake  I 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES 


One  of  the  important  lessons  given  to  the  women 
who  work  as  WPA  Housekeeping  Aides  is  instruction  in 
laundering  and  pressing  different  textiles.  This 
enables  the  Aides  to  keep  clothing  in  good  condition 
whether  it  is  made  of  wool,  silk,  rayon,  linen  or 
cotton.  Instruction  is  also  given  in  mending. 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES  (continued; 
Need  we  say  more? 


January  10th,  194.1 


Wo  P.  A.  Household  Project 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

Dear  Madam: 

I  am  sorry  that  I  do  not  know  your  name  or  the 
correct  address  to  send  this  letter  to,  but  I  hope  it 
will  reach  you  as  I  feel  that  I  must  express  my  gratitude 
for  the  help  your  project  gave  me  for  four  years . 

A  strong,  well  person  cannot  possibly  realize,  how 
much  it  means  to  have  help  when  they  are  too  ill  to  do 
things  themselves c 

So  many  times  when  I  didn't  know  how  I  could  get 
along  one  of  jout   aids  came  in  and  did  for  me4   These  are 
times  when  it  would  have  been  pretty  awful  to  go  on 
alone „ 

I  don't  believe  you  could  find  a  fairer  or  finer, 
more  sympathetic  person  than  Mrs.  McD.,  who  has  charge  of 
the  Project,,  Words  cannot  express  how  wonderful  she  is. 

While  I  found  all  the  women  a  great  help  there 
are  two  v/hom  I  think  are  exceptional  for  their  patience, 
understanding,  kindness  and  also  capable  workers.  They 
are  Mrs.  D,  and  Mrs.  L. 

This  isn't  such  a  bad  world  after  all,  when  people 
who  can't  afford  to  hire  help  during  their  illness  can 
receive  aid  from  such  a  splendid  project  as  this. 

May  G-od  bless  and  keep  this  wonderful  aid  to 
those  in  need,  always. 

I  do  wish  to  thank  you  and  all  who  are  responsible 
for-  the  help  I  have  received. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
Signed — — 


LAND  RECORDS 


Footnote  to  History  from  the  Killingworth  Land 
Records:   "Nathan  Land  died  November  2,  1814  from  a 
cold  caught  while  hiding  the  Killingworth  records 
during  the  War  of  1812  he  holding  the  office'  of  town 
clerk  at  that  time." 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Musty,  dusty  and  tattered,  approximately  14,000 
birth,  marriage  and  death  certificates  were  located 
in  several  egg  crates  in  an  old  vault  in  the  basement 
of  the  Town  Hall  in  Putnam,   These  documents  were 
thought  to  have  been  destroyed  in  a  fire  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  several  years  ago.  Now  they  will  be 
available  to  complete  the  Vital  Statistics  Index  which 
is  being  made  by  WPA  employees. 


The  supervisor  of  the  Vital  Statistics  Project 
in  Norwich  reports  the  loss  of  a  worker  who  has  taken 
a  permanent  job  in  private  industry.   This  is  not 
unusual,  but  the  young  lady  wishes  it  knovnthat  she 
was  able  to  fill  the  job  because  of  the  experience 
she  gained  in  her  WPA  work. 


ASSESSOR'S  RECORDS 


As  a  result  of  the  installation  of  new  Assessor's 
Records  in  one  Connecticut  town  in  which  WPA  assisted, 
the  assessor's  added  over  $600,000  to  the  grand  list 
of  taxable  real  property,, 


MASTITIS 


TOYS 


A  bill  to  appropriate  #25,000  to  take  over  the 
laboratory  work  on  bovine  mastitis  now  performed  with 
WPA  assistance  is  before  the  state  legislature.  At 
a  recent  hearing  before  the  Agriculture  Commission  many 
of  the  prominent  dairymen  in  the  state  attended. 


A  new  "service  for  Community  Service  Programs? 

Because  the  New  London  Toy  Project  Supervisor 
couldn't  bear  to  break  up  two  very  fine  baby  carriages 
just  to  get  the  wheels^ several  babies  have  been  able  to 
take  the  air  in  style.   Loaned  through  the  kind  offices 
of  the  Welfare  Department  to  deserving  mothers  with 
young  babies,  the  carriages  were  returned  in  excellent 
condition,  were  freshened  up  and  loaned  to  two  more 
mothers  who  were  on  the  waiting  list.  Now  there  is  an 
English  perambulator  ("pram"  in  London)  which  has  been 
given  to  the  Toy  Center.  At  the  present  writing  the 
requests  are  about  twenty-five  to  a  carriage. 


Between  150  and  200  pairs  of  ice  -skates  were 
given -to  the  Manchester  Toy  Project  by  the  Park  Depart-' 
ment.  A  small  notice  in  the  newspaper  brought  dozens  of 
youngsters  hurrying  to  the  Center  for  the  privilege  of 
borrowing  skates.  At  the  end  of-the  season  the  Toy  Center 
will  sharpen  the  skates  and  have- -them  ready  for  another 
season  of  fun. 


Services  to  the  Community:   The  Board  of 
Education,  in  Stamford  has  asked  the  Toy  Project  to 
make  120  small  looms  out  of  fruit  boxes  and  50  marionpttes 
to  start  off  their  summer  playground  classes.   The 
Stamford  Day  Nursery  also  requested  36  nursery  puzzles 
which  were  completed  and  delivered  last  month. 


TOYS  (continued) 


The  New  London  Toy  Project  is  frequently  called 
upon  to  make  special  walkers  for  children  who  are 
recovering  the  use  of  their  legs  at  the  Seaside 
Sanatorium. 


*  *  ..>•* 


One  day  last  week  five  little  hoys  marched  up  to 
the  supervisor  of  one  of  the  Toy  Projects.  The  oldest, 
not  more  than  nine,'  was  the  spokesman,  Coming  to 
attention  and  saluting  smartly,  he  said,  'We  would  like 
to  enlist  in  the  Toy  Lending  Service."  They  were 
"commissioned"  to  collect  old  toys  from  their  friends 
and  school  mates  for  the  Center. 


The  oldest  and  the  youngest  borrowers  in  the  world 
are  registered  at  the  New  London  Toy  Lending  Center. 
The  oldest  is  a  retired  sea-captain  of  75  whose  hands 
are  crippled  with  arthritis.  He  borrows  a  cart  every 
week  to  carry  his  groceries  home  from  the  store.  The 
youngest  borrower  is  not  yet  born.  The  baby's  mother 
has  requested  the  use  of  a  perambulator  as  soon  as  the 
little  "stranger"  arrives. 


HOUSEHOLD  TRAINING-  CENTER 
HARTFORD 


The  Household  Training  Center  in  Hartford  is 
training  three  refugees,  one  couple  and  a  single  man. 
The  wife,  an  expert  in  the  making  of  Viennese  pastry, 
will  instruct  the  other  trainees  in  the  fine  points 
of  this  delightful  cookery. 


SEWING 


The  Stamford  Sewing  Project's  Good  Turn  for 
February:   A  woman  weighing  over  400  pounds  was  in 
need  of  specialized  treatment  in  New  York  City. 
Transportation  was  arranged  through  the  Welfare 
Department  but  the  woman  hack -no  coat.   The  sewing 
project  undertook  to  make  one.   The  cutter  selected 
slenderizing  style,  and  enlarged  the  pattern; the 
seamstress  did  a  beautiful  tailoring  job  and  the 
finished  coat  was  a  size  60  plus.  Tho  woman  is  now 
able  to  get  to  New  York  with  a  warm  well-made  coat 
to  wear. 


SEWING  PROJECT 
HARTFORD 


Six  power  machines  have  been  installed  on  the 
Hartford  Sewing  Project.   Those  women  anticipating 
early  lay-off  on  account  of  the  18-months  ruling  are 
being  given  first  chance  at  learning  to  operate  these 
machines  so  that  they  may  gain  some  experience  with 
which  to  apply  for  jobs  in  private  industry. 
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FACTS 


In  an  editorial  regarding  the  local  drive  for  toys 
which  appeared  in  the  New  Haven  Journal-Courier  recently, 
the  writer  outlined  in  a  few  words  the  primary  reason  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Community  Service  Programs  of  the 
IPAo  So  important  is  this  message,  I  foci  that  every 
persen  on  every  project  should  be  acquainted  with  it: 


The  theme  of  the  toy  drive,  "Defend  Our 
Future",  brings  into  relief  one  of  the 
brighter  aspects  of  the  essentially  grim 
defense  picture*  It  is  already  clearly 
recognized  that  our  defense  effort  must 
build  spiritually  as  woll  as  materially 
for  a  long  succession  of  tomorrows .  We 
are  not  merely  defending  the  accumulated 
past  in  these  days  of  great  national  en- 
deavor, nor  again  a  static  present,  but 
we  are  building  for  the  future, 
Against  the  whole  background  of  contem- 
porary events,  and  interpreted  in  the 
light  of  that  background,  even  such  an 
apparently  minor  event  as  a  drive  for 
toys  for  the  underprivileged  spells 
democracy  in  action,, 


In  the  following  pages  you  will  find  many  examples  of 
"democracy  in  action"  as  it  is  carried  on  by  the  projects 
of  our  division.  Never  before  has  it  been  so  necessary 
for  us  to  concentrate  our  best  efforts  to  do  our  jobs  well 
and  to  serve  faithfully  the  communities  in  which  we  live- 


Mary  M»  Hughart ,  Director 
Community  Service  Programs 


INVITATION  FROM  P-T  A 

The  Chairman  of  the  Exhibition  Committee  of  the  State 
P-T  A  Council  has  requested  the  Community  Service  Programs 
Division  to  show  examples  of  its  work  at  the  State  P-T  A 
Convention  \pril  23  and  24  at  the  Stratfield  Hotel  in 
Bridgeport . 


LEAGUE  OF  WOMEN  VOTERS  VISIT 

Fifteen  members  of  the  New  Haven  League  of  Women  Voters 
spent  an  afternoon  recently  inspecting  the  Visual  Aids,  Crafts 
and  Toy  Lending  Projects,  When  the  party  had  finished  at  Zunder 
School,  they  visited  the  Sowing  Project.   At  four-thirty  tea, 
sandwiches  and  cakes  made  by  the  trainees  were  served  to  them 
at  the  Household  Training  Center.   They  wore  escorted  through 
the  house  by  Gladys  Baker,  Supervisor. 
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ADULT  EDUCATION-RECREATION 


A  3-day  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  WPA  Education-Recreation 
program  in  Glastonbury  was  on  display  in  tbe  Williams  Memorial 
Building  March  25,  26,  and  27. 


Mr.  F.  Burton  Cook,  who  has  been  active  in  educational 
affairs  in  Now  Haven,  Bridgeport  and  Stratford  and  former  super- 
visor of  the  Visual  Aids  Project,  has  taken  over  the  direction 
of  the  Education-Recreation  Program.   He  is  being  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Woodlock,  in  charge  of  Recreation,  Miss  Marguerite 
Peterson,  Nursery  Schools  and  Parent  Education  and  Mr.  E.Ward 
Ireland,  Community  Forums.  Mr.  Budgo  will  have  the  responsibility 
of  business  administration  and  field  inspection,   Staff  head- 
quarters are  at  Munson  Street. 
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ART 


A  watercolor  by  Beatrice  Cuming  of  New  London,  Art  Project 
Employee,  has  been  bought  by  the  Government  for  the  Marine 
Hospital  at  Carville,  Louisiana, 
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There  has  been  an  exhibition  of  oils  and  watercolors  at  the 
Italian  Center  in  Stamford.   Other  exhibitions  continued  through 
March  at  the  Hamden  High  School,  the  Scranton  Street  School  in 
New  Haven,  the  Sterling  Community  House  in  Stratford,  the 
Hartford  Housing  Authority,  the  Norwalk  Welfare  Department  and 
the  Truman  Street  School  in  New  Haven. 


Those  who  find  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  High 
School  at  West  Hartford  should  go  into  the  library  of  that  school 
and  see  the  fine  mural  which  is  being  completed  by  Walter  Korder0 
It  depicts  the  early  history  of  Connecticut  and  the  Hartford  area 
from  the  days  of  the  Red  Paint  Men,  aborigines  who  antedated  the 
American  Indian,  through  the  exploration  of  the  Connecticut 'River 
by  the  Dutch,  the  settling  by  the  Puritans  and  the  Pilgrims,  the 
colony  founded  by  Thomas  Hooker,  the  hiding  of  the  charter  in 
Charter  Oak,  and  the 'founding  of  Yale.  Mr.  Korder,  who  did  all 
the  research  himself,  tells  an  interesting  story  of  the  first 
prefabricated  house  to  be  sot  up  in  Connecticut.   It  was  brought 
over  on  a  boat  and  assembled  in  one  day  on  the  bank  of  the 
Connecticut  near  the  present  site  of  Hartford.  There  really  IS 
nothing  new  under  the  sun I 


COMMUNITY  FORUMS 


Sponsored  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  co-sponsored 
by  the  Connecticut  Discussion  League,  the  new  Community  Forums 
project  will  promote  the  activities  of  the  League.   It  will 
assist  Connecticut  communities  in  forming  committees  to  carry 
on  open  forums  on  current  topics ,  will  keep  the  committees  in- 
formed of  available  speakers,  and  will  issue  a  monthly  bulletin 
of  events  taking  place  all  over  the  Stateo  Albert  I.  Prince 
of  Hartford 5  Chairman  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  Vice- 
president  of  the  American  Discussion  League,  is  president  of 
the  state  organization.  More  next  month. 
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COOPERATIVE  ROOKS  REGISTRY 


Over  150  applicants  for  rooms  were  interviewed  and  referred 
to  lodgings  by  the  WPA  workers  at  the  Cooperative  Rooms  Registry 
last  month.  Ovor  300  available  rooms  wero  registered  by  Hartford 
householders. 


CRAFTS 


Letter  from  Marguerite  V.  Peterson,  Supervisor  of  Nursery 
Schools  and  Parent  Education  to  Eleanor  Finch,  Supervisor  of  the 
Toy  Lending  and  Crafts  Projects: 

"Dear  Miss  Finch:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  help  which 
the  Nursery  Schools  have  received  through  the  toy  lending 
projects.  We  appreciate  particularly  the  mending  of  toys 
for  the  Derby  Nursery  School  by  the  New  Haven  Project." 
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LIBRARY 


Katherine  H.  Wead,  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Public  Library 
Committee  commenting  in  the  March  News-Lotter  says:  "The  book- 
mobile is  continuing  its  services  and  reports  show  a  circulation 
of  over  5000  volumes  since  August  to  over  600  borrowers  in  6  towns." 


*  #  *  *  *  *  *  * 


LIBRARY  (continued) 


In  an  address  in  Pittsburgh,  Archibald  MacLeish,  the 
the  Librarian  of  Congress  points  out:   "We  will  either  educate 
the  people  of  this  republic  to  know  and  therefore  to  preserve 
their  own  democratic  culture  or  we  will  watch  the  people  of 
this  republic  trade  their  democratic  culture  for  the  non- 
culture,  the  obscurantism,  the  superstition,  the  brutality, 
the  tyranny  which  is  overrunning  eastern,  central  and  southern 
Europe... It  is  this  issue,  as  I  see  it,  which  is  presented  to 
American  libraries  for  it  is  upon  the  American  libraries  that 
the  burden  of  this  education  must  fall.   It  cannot  fall  upon 
the  schools.   There  is  no  longor  time  to  await  the  education 
of  the  now  generation  which  will  como  in  due  course  to  a  more 
enlightened  maturity.   It  cannot  be  left  to  the  newspapers  or 
the  magazines  however  earnest  their  protestations  of  honesty 
and  disinterestedness < „ .The  libraries  and  the  libraries  alone 
can  carry  it.   The  libraries  alone  are  capable  of  action 
directly  upon  the  present  adult  generation. . „ The  libraries,  in 
brief,  are  the  only  institutions  in  the  United  States  capable 
of  dealing  with  the  contemporary  crisis  in  American  life  in 
terms  and  under  conditions  which  give  promise  of  success." 
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The  reconditioned  Bookmobile,  operated  by  ViPA  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  State  Library  Association,  is  serving  the 
area  northeast  of  Hartford  again.  Nearly  a  thousand  books  can 
now  be  carried  by  means  of  the  added  shelves  inside  the  truck» 
Earm  homes,  country  schools  and  smaller  towns  receive  books 
on  the  now  and  faster  two-weok  schedule  for  visits.   A  small 
selection  of  foreign  language  books,  including  German,  French, 
Lithuanian,  Italian  and  Polish,  arc  available  from  the  Bookmobile, 
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MUSIC 


Good  things  boar  ropoatingS  Helen  Toschnor  Tas,  the  talented 
violinist  appeared  again  this  year  with  the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony 
Orchestra,  She  played  the  Mozart  D  Major  Concerto  and  received  the 
unanimous  approval  of  both  her  audience  and  the  Bridgeport  news- 
paper critics.   It  was  reported;  "Her  rare  musicianship  and  the 
exquisite  tonal  color  which  she  brings  to  her  interpretation  once 
more  won  for  her  playing,  an  ovation  far  beyond  the  usual  responso 
accorded  to  a  fine  performance." 


sis******* 


MUSIC  (continued) 


At  a  Parent -Teachers  Association  Concert  by  tho  Hartford  WPA 
Band,  James  D.  Price,  Supervisor  of  Music  in  the  Hartford  Public 
Schools,  spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  the  work  done  by  the  units  of 
the  Connecticut  Music  Project.  Since  last  year  a  full  schedule  of 
concerts  coordinated  with  the  regular  music  teaching  program  have 
been  given  in  each  of  the  nineteen  elementary  schools  in  Hartford 
and  Joseph  H.Seifer,  music  instructor,  who  introduced  Mr.  Price 
saidj  "Tho  Hartford  WPA  Band  and  the  Hartford  WPA  Ensemble  are 
making  a  splondcd  name  in  tho  school  system  and  establishing  an 
enviable  record." 
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Several  units  of  tho  Music  Project  participated  in  tho 
nationwide  celebration  of  the  golden  anniversary  of  Paderewski's 
debut  in  America.  Paderewski's  compositions  were  played  and  notes 
about  the  life  of  the  composer  and  pianist  were  given  by  the 
conductors,,  A  report  of  the  Music  Project's  participation  in  the 
tribute  was  sent,  as  requested,  to  Mrs.  Ernest  Schelling,  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Paderewski  Testimonial. 
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As  an  important  part  of  the  activities  in  connection  with 
defense  work,  the  Hartford  WPA  Band  continues  to  play  for  events 
at  the  Induction  Center  and  for  the  mon  entraining.  Arrangements 
for  this  participation  have  been  made  through  Major  General  James 
A.  Woodruff,  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Corps  Area,  head- 
quarters of  which  aro  in  Boston.  Local  army  officers  have  ex- 
pressed great  appreciation  for  the  band's  assistance. 
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When  the  draftees  loft  the  Stamford  railroad  station  on 
February  25  the  WPA  Band  was  there  to  send  them  off  with  lively 
music.  A  movie  photographer  was  also  on  hand  to  film  the  event. 
Tho  pictures  wore  shown  later  in  the  week  at  tho  local  theatres 
with  several  shots  of  tho  Stamford  WPA  Band  in  act ion . 


MUSIC  (continued) 


The  Waterbury  WPA  Ensemble  played  for  religious  services  of 
the  102nd  Infantry  Regiment  at  the  Waterbury  State  Armory  on 
March  9, 


The  Hartford  WPA  Band  recently  played  for  the  "graduation" 
exercises  of  the  city's  large  class  of  600  new  American  citizens, 
The  Band's  engagement  was  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Education 
and  the  American  Legion,  During  the  impressive  ceremonies, 
which  included  the  massing  of  colors,  the  band  furnished  music. 
Patriotic  songs,  which  Mr.  Busse  invited  the  audience  to  sing, 
were  a  particularly  well-received  part  of  the  program. 


The  concert  of  the  Bridgeport  WPA.  Symphony  Orchestra  at 
Hamden  High  School  was  an  outstanding  event  in  March.  The  children 
were  well  prepared  for  the  concert  and  Clarence  A„  Grimes,  Music 
Supervisor,  supplied  the  mimeographed  program  notes.  Mr.  Grimes 
who  is  a  director  of  the  Nov/  Haven  Symphony  Orchestra  conducted  a 
group  of  Victor  Herbert  selections  and  made  arrangements  for 
the  orchestra  to  appear  at  a  later  date. 


Life  Magazine  sent  the  diminutive  Hansel  Mieth  to  "cover"  the 
final  evening  of  the  naturalization  classes  at  the  Central  High 
School  in  Bridgeport.  As  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  administered 
to  over  800  new  citizens  her  camera  clicked  from  many  points  of 
vantage.   Especially  noteworthy  were  the  photographs  she  took  of 
the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony  Orchestra  led  by  Prank  Foti  as  the 
audience  joined  in  singing  some  of  our  patriotic  songs * 


******** 


Domcnic  Bollo  OS  the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony  Orchestra  was 
selected  as  the  winning  oboe  player  in  Connecticut  and  finalist  in 
the  regional  auditions  for  the  Stokowski  Ail-American  Youth 
Orchestra,,  He  went  to  Boston  for  the  final  auditions  on  March  26th. 
Harold  Colletta,  formerly  with  the  B.S.0f  was  with  the  youth 
orchestra  last  year  as  the  only  representative  from  this  State 
and  took  these  auditions  in  New  York  where  he  is  now  living 
and  studying.         ******** 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Eight  WPA  typists  are  assisting  in  transcribing  the  infor- 
mation from  the  questionnaires  which  have  been  sont  to  registered 
nurses  all  over  the  State  and  which  are  being  returned  to  the 
Hartford  office  of  the  Connecticut  State  Nurses'  Association, 
The  United  States  Public  Health  Servico  has  appointed  Margaret 
K.  Stack,  executive  secretary  of  the  Association,  special  agent 
for  Connecticut  in  order  to  conduct  a  survey  of  the  nursing 
resources  in  this  State.  This  is  part  of  a  national  survey 'to 
locate  all  available  nurses  throughout  the  nation.  Over  10,000 
questionnaires  were  sent  out  from  Hartford  headquarters  of  the 
Association  and  to  dato  nearly  8,000  have  been  returned.  The  WPA 
workers  are  listing  the  qualifications  and  specializations  of 
each  registered  nurse  so  that  ample  nursing  personnel  may  bo 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice  for  emergency  service.  The  infor- 
mation obtained  will  bo  available  not  only  to  the  national  head- 
quarters of  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  but  also  to  local  health 
authorities.  Questionnaires  aro  also  being  mailed  to  1500  trained 
attendants,  the  information  to  be  made  available  to  health 
agencies  in  Connecticut  only. 
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RESEARCH  AND  RECORDS 


In  a  recent  article  in  the  Nov;  York  Herald  Tribune  special 
commendation  was  given  to  the  Research  and  Records  Project  of  the 
WPA.   Said  the  Tribune  in  part:   "WPA  Eases  Defense  Task  By 
Research  -  Speeds  Vital  Paper  Work  of  War-Time  Organizing  in 
Little  Noticed  Drive  -  Surveys  Highways,  Resources,  Health  - 
Experts  Study  Invasion  Perils,  List  Personnel,  Prepare  Local 
Set-Ups,  An  extensive  contribution  to  home  defense,  the  extent 
and  importance  of  which  has  been  overshadowed  largely  by  the 
nation's  $28,500,000,000  military,  naval  and  aircraft  expansion 
program,  is  being  made  by  the  Work  Projects  Administration^ 
The  WPA  contributions  arc  manifold,  but  especial  notice  should 
be  takon  of  its  research  and  record  studios  being  undertaken  in 
anticipation  of  the  nation's  military  activities  should  it  become 
involved  in  warfare." 


INDUSTRIAL  ATLAS 


The  information  which  is  being  compiled  by  the  Industrial 
Atlas  Survey,  sponsored  by  the  Connecticut  Development  Commission, 
is  remarkably  complete  and  is  checked  constantly  so  that  it  will  be 
up-to-date.  It  enables  a  manufacturer,  wishing  to  locate  in  this 
State,  to  find  out  immediately  and  without  visiting  the  property 
such  information  as  the  floor  area,  the  street  or  highway  frontage, 
distance  to  nearest  transportation,  railroad  trackage,  the  speci- 
fications Of  the  building  regarding  its  construction,  heating 
facilities,  elevators,  sprinkling  system,  gas,  electricity,  sewers, 
machinery  available,  taxes,  rental,  and  insurance  rates,,  This 
project,  operated  by  IfJPA  assistance,  is  one  of  the  important 
activities  concerned  with  national  defense  in  this  State, 


^^^^^^c}{c^ 


VITAL  STATISTICS  INDEX 


Two  new  Index  of  Vital  Statistics  projects  have  been  started,' 
one  in  Bethel  and  one  in  Clinton.  Those  projects,  as  you  may  know, 
are  concerned  with  setting' up  aceurate9  complete  and  accessible 
records  of  birth,  marriage,  and  doath  certificates.  These  records 
are  proving  of  great  importance  to  persons  establishing  citizenship, 
obtaining  birth  certificates ,  and  other  information  required  in 
connection  with  the  national  defense  program. 


^3^sjc^:^5^>t:?Jc 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES 


During  the  influenza  epidemic  which  was  prevalent  this  winter, 
several  school  nurses  reported  fewer  children  sick  usually  for  a 
shorter  time  in  those  schools  serving  substantial  noon  meals,, 


A  group  of  eight  city  officials  including  the  mayor  had 
luncheon  at  the  Locust  Avenue  School  Lunch  Project  in  Danbury  ' 
recently.  The  menu:  Scalloped  ham  and  potatoes,  buttored  peas, 
wheat  ceroal  muffins,  cottage  pudding  with  peach  saucoc  Everything 
except  the  peas  were  supplied  by  Surplus  Commodities.   "The  proof 
of  the  eating  is  in  the  pudding,"  said  one  of  the  guestso 
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SCHOOL  LUNCHES  (continued) 


In  several  schools  which  are  participating  in  the  School 
Lunch  program,  children  who  show  themselves  capable  of  assuming 
responsibility  are  allowed  to  "monitor"  the  other  shildren.   In 
one  school  which  feeds  135  children  every  day,  children  whose 
scholastic  standing  is  satisfactory  are  allowed  to  take  turns 
assisting  the  WPA  workers  with  the  luncheons.   So  coveted  is  this 
honor  that  children  vie  with  each  other  for  the  privilege.  This 
school  also  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  appearance  of  the 
lunch  roomo  While  the  weather  was  still  cold,  petunias  were 
blossoming  in  window  boxes  which  the  children  had  arranged* 


SEWING 


A  Welfare  Department  reports  that  its  medical  costs  during 
the  past  winter  were  much  lower.   Officials  attribute  this  to  the 
fact  that  the  Sewing  Project  has  made  large  quantities  of  warm 
outer  clothing  which  has  been  passed  on  to  those  who  needed  it„ 


^c^^^c^c^sf:^ 


TOY  LENDING 


In  the  playroom  which  was  recently  opened  at  Zunder  School 
in  Now  Haven,  one  of  the  little  boys  made  a  very  fine  dra^ving  - 
so  good  that  it  was  placed  on  display.  When  asked  what  he  would 
like  as  a  reward,  ho  said,  "Please  may  I  have  another  pieco  of 
drawing  paper?" 


'To  assist  the  Toy  Project  in  its  annual  drive  for  discarded 
toySp  the  Strand  Theatre  of  Stamford  gave  a  special  performance 
for  children  to  which  tho  price  of  admission  was  a  broken  toy. 
The  Gas  and  Electric  Company  contributed  tho  use  of  a  display 
window  for  the  week  and  local  newspapers  cooperated  with  generous 
publicity.  Clubs  $  churches,  schools  and  private  individuals  all 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  drive,  March  17  to  22^ 


******** 
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VISUAL  AIDS 


Ivanhoe  is  imprisoned  in  the  castle  -  Sir  Cedric  and  the 
Black  Knight  are  attempting  to  rescue  him.  The  drawbridge  over 
the  moat  is  destroyed  and  the  besiegers  have  made  a  raft  with 
which  to  cross  the  moat,  This  thrilling  scene  from  the  Sir 
Walter  Scott  novel  is  shown  in  the  latest  diorama  made  by  the 
"Visual  Aids  Project., 


;jc  %  ^c  ^c  ^c  5$c  $c 


"Oscar,"  as  he  is  affectionately  known  on  the  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Visual  Aids  Projects ,  is  the  boy  model  they  are 
making  for  dental  instruction.  He  has  a  removable  jaw  and 
removable  teeth  and  he  is  being  used  to  teach  oral  hygiene  in 
the  Hartford  Public  Schools.   "Oscar"  was  cast  in  New  Haven  and 


painted  in  Hartford, 


^c   ^   ^   ^   ^ 


The  Hartford  Visual  Aids  Project,  working  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  has  just  completed  a  new  display  showing 
the  desirability  of  living  in  one  of  the  Hartford  Housing  Authority 
dwellings o  In  the  exhibit  is  a  model  of  a  dark  dingy  tenement 
and  besido  it  a  well-furnished,  cheerful  and  attractive  apartment 
as  it  might  be  arranged  in  one  of  the  Housing  Authority  units, 
The  background  panel  carries  a  message  pointing  out  the  desirability 
of  living  under  tho  more  healthful  conditions,, 


5jC>jC>tC^CSf=>}=»iCSfC 


F.  Burton  Cook,  newly  appointed  Stato  Supervisor  of  tho  WPA 
Adult  Education  Project,  will  spoak  at  the  third  Connecticut  con- 
ference of  Children ' s  Museums  on  April  22  at  tho  Hotel  Stratf iold 
in  Bridgeport,  Mr.  Cook?  former  supervisor  of  the  Visual  Aids 
Project,  will  talk  about  "Visual  Aids  Material  in  the  Classroom." 
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VISUAL  AIDS  (Continued) 


To  the  WPA  Visual  Aids  Project s  Dr.  Horning,  former  Health 
Officer  of  Hartford,  brought  Br,  Buck  of  the  U=  S,   Public  Health 
Service,  to  select  exhibits  for  the  U„  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce 
meeting  at  Washington  in  May,   There  is  only  one  other  place  in 
the  country  where  this  kind  of  work  is  being  done  and  the  concensus 
seemed  to  be  that  the  color  scheme  and  general  appearance  of  the 
exhibits  here  are  superior.  Four  exhibits  will  probably  be  sent* 


^^c^3f:^  +  ^^ 


WRITERS 


Fifteen  copies  of  the  Washington  Guide,  a  book  recently 
completed  by  the  Writers'  Project  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  were 
made  available  to  the  WPA  in  Connecticut,  They  were  distributed  to 
several  of  the  larger  public  libraries  and  high  school  libraries 
throughout  the  State0  Everywhere  the  comment  was  enthusiastic, 
especially  in  those  schools  whose  students  were  making  a  spring 
trip  to  the  Capitol. 

******** 


Two  short  stories  for  the  forthcoming  book  "Men  at  Work" 
describing  people  in  typical  American  occupations  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  Washington  and  have  been  approved  for  publication,, 
"Discontinued  Model,"  a  story  by  Francis  Donovan  describes  the 
work  of  an  old  clockmaker  of  Thomaston,  and  "Wild  Bill,"  by 
Aida  C.  Parker,  is  about  the  experiences  of  a  bus  driver,  The 
information  was  compiled  and  written  by  the  Writers'  Project, 


Two  interesting  papers  about  Jews  in  Connecticut  written  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Koenig  of  the  Writers'  Project  are  to  be  published  in 
the  near  future,   "The  Role  of  the  Various  Ethnic  Groups  in.  the 
Economic  Life  of  Connecticut"  will  appear  in  the  Yivo_  Bleter ,  a 
Yiddish  scientific  periodical,  and  a  study  "The  Socio-Economic 
Structure  of  an  American  Jewish  Community"  is  to  be  included  in 
Jews  in  a   Gentile  World,  a  volume  to  be  published  soon  by  the 
Macmillan  Company  and  which  will  contain  chapters  by  eminent 
sociologists,  anthropologists  and  ethnologists* 
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ADULT  EDUCATION- RECREATION 


ART 


Growing  interest  in  the  value  of  the  study  of  Spanish  has 
resulted  in  the  forming  of  numerous  Spanish  classes  as  a  key- 
activity  of  the  WPA  adult  education  program.  Knowledge  of 
Spanish  opens  many  vocational  opportunities  for  young  men  and 
women  in  concerns  dealing  with  Latin-American  trade.   It  is  al- 
so regarded  as  a  stimulus  in  cementing  Western  hemisphere  rela- 
tions, and  as  such  makes  a  contribution  to  "behind-the-line" 
defense „  In  Norwalk,  a  class  is  taught  by  a  Vassar  graduate 
who  has  had  more  then  20  years'  experience  in  teaching  foreign 
languages  and  who  is  recognized  as  a  fine  Spanish  liitguist. 


A  WPA  adult  education  class  in  home  making  has  been  open- 
ed at  Washington  Village,  Norwalk' s  Federal  Housing  Project. 
Members  of  the  class  learn  to  make  slip-covers,  curtains  and 
to  solve  other  decorating  problems  so  that  their  up-to-date  new 
homes  may  be  made  attractive  at  a  minimum  cost. 


^  Of     %     ^e  $: $z     s{« 


An  exhibit  of  watercolors  by  George  Shellhase  of  the  Art 
Project,  was  recently  on  display  in  the  Galleries  of  R,H.  Macy'j 
New  York  City. 


The  first  consignment  of  oil  paintings  and  water  colors 
has  been  rushed  to  Fort  Wright,  and  it  is  planned  to  ship  many 
more  pietures,  "gay,  decorative  and  full  of  color,"  to  this 
Fort,  as  well  as  to  Fort  Terry  and  Fort  Michie.  To  the  men  in 
training,  these  contributions  of  art  provide  a  welcome  relief 
from  the  bare  walls  and  strictly  utilitarian  atmosphere  of  mess 
halls  and  day  rooms. 


%      *  %      sfc   # 


CLEANING 


Letter  from  Miss  Ora  M.  Mason,  Librarian  of  the  "West  Haven 
Library* 

".......J  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Work 

Projects  Administration  for  the  splendid  cleaning  job  that  was 
done  here.  We  were  all  surprised  and  very  much  pleased  with 
the  results.   In  fact,  the  public  thought  that  the  walls  had 
been  painted.   I  wish  also  to  mention  the  courteous  and  con- 
siderate attitude  of  the  workers." 


COOPERATIVE  ROOMS'  REGISTRY 


The  Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  taken  over  the  work 
of  the  Cooperative  Rooms'  Registry  (see  April  Facts),  and  the 
four  WPA  workers  who  were  at  the  Ann  Street  Y.W.C.A. ,  are  now 
on  the  payroll  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 


*  *  *  $  * 


A  former  WPA  worker  who  has  resigned  to  take  private  em- 
ployment at  Colt  Patent  Fire  Arms  Company,  writes,  ".....I  ap- 
preciate to  the  fullest  what.... the  WPA  has  done  for  me  during 
the  past  year..... I  believe  my  activities  and  associations  in 
connection  with  (the  Rooms  Registry)  Project  has  done  a  great 
deal  to  restore  my  own  confidence  in  my  abilities  and  has  in  a 
large  measure  been  responsible  for  my  placement  in  private  in- 
dustry." 


*  *  *  * 


CRAFTS 


Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Crafts  and  Art  Projeots  (see 
ART,  easel  paintings  being  allocated),  Coast  Artillery  build- 
ings will  take  on  an  atmosphere  more  like  home  for  young  men 
in  training.  Hand-blocked  curtains  on  hand-woven  fabrics,  col- 
orful, durable  and  appealing  to  masculine  taste,  will  be  hung 
at  the  windows  of  day  rooms,  mess  halls,  and  offices 4  and  attrac- 
tive hooked  rugs  will  be  designed  to  suit  the  decorative  scheme. 
Desk-sets  for  the  writing  tables,  and  other  small  crafts  as 
needed,  will  be  furnished  for  the  new  library  building  at  Fort 
Wright,  and  for  other  buildings  where  selectees  and  officers 
spend  off-duty  hours. 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS  SURVEY 


Upon  receipt  of  Volume  II  of  "The  Inventory  of  Church 
Archives  of  Connecticut,"  which  deals  with  the  records  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  from  earliest  days.,  Dr0  Raymond  P,  Morris,  Li- 
brarian of  Yale  University  Divinity  School,  \vrote  to  the  WPA, 
"May  I  assure  you  of  the  value  and  importance  of  the  work  which 
the  Historical  Records  Survey  is  doing.   It  has  brought  to  light 
in  an  excellent  manner  resources  which  had  been  unknown  to  the 
research  historian.  Also,  without  doubt,  interest  in  Americana 
has  been  increased,  especially  in  American  history,  as  that  is 
seen  through  the  too  often  neglected  study  of  the  work  of  the 
churches,"  When  the  series  is  completed,  a  wealth  of  material 
on  all  Connecticut  church  history  will  be  assembled  in  ready 
reference  form,  of  great  value  to  the  churchman  as  well  as  a 
rich  source  of  information  concerning  local  history. 


****** 


HOLES  REGISTRATION 


A  number  of  WPA  employees  have  now  been  assigned  to  the 
new  Homes'  Registration  Project  of  the  U.S.  Housing  Survey  be- 
ing conducted  in  Bridgeport,  Hew  Britain,  Hew  Haven,  and  Hart- 
ford.  The  purpose  of  the  survey  is  to  make  it  easier  for  de- 
fense workers  to  find  suitable  living  quarters  in  congested 
areas  in  the  vicinity  of  their  employment. 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES 

The  Housekeeping  Aide  Project  has  been  reorganized  to  in- 
clude more  intensive  training  with  the  help  of  a  new  work  book 
which  contains  not  only  excellent  recipes  and  menu  suggestions , 
but  also  a  comprehensive  outline  of  work  procedures,  such  as 
methods  of  laundering,  cleaning  and  work  schedules. 


*******  *  * 


Hews  PlashJ    Housekeeping  Aide  Project  expects  to  have 
training  centers  in  Derby  and  Hew  Haven  very  shortly.   Other 
centers  will  be  set  up  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


HOUSEKEEPING  AIDES  (continued) 


So  valuable  is  the  work  which  the  Housekeeping  Aides  are 
doing  that  the  Diocesan  Bureau  of  Hartford  is  setting  up  the 
same  type  of  service  for  needy  Catholic  families. 


*  *  *  * 


LIBRARY 


WPA  Library  Service  has  provided  the  assistance  which  has 
enabled  many  communities  to  extend  their  library  facilities  and 
actually  to  keep  many  libraries  open  during  times  when  the  paid 
librarian  could  not  be  on  duty. 


The  first  Connecticut  committee  of  the  nation-wide  "Friends 
of  the  Library"  organization  has  now  been  formed  at  the  Man- 
chester Bookmobile  Headquarters  in  Manchester,  and  it  is  expect- 
ed that  other  committees  will  soon  be  organized  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state.   The  new  committee  will  work  to  bring  libra- 
ry service  to  rural  readers  in  out-lying  localities  of  the 
central  Connecticut  area,  and  plans  to  cooperate  with  the  WPA 
Library  Project  in  purchasing  a  new  travelling  Bookmobile .   The 
Bookmobile,  operated  by  the  WPA  and  sponsored  by  the  Connecticut 
Public  Library  Committee,  has  demonstrated  the  pleasure  and 
profit  which  a  journeying  library  brings  to  rural  book-lovers, 
and  has  paved  the  way  for  the  expansion  of  this  much  needed 
service . 


A  new  activity  of  the  Bookmobile  will  be  to  supply  books 
to  congested  defense  areas.  Trailer  camps,  housing  centers, 
and  recreational  centers  at  army  camps  will  receive  both  books 
and  clerical  assistance.  Especially  valuable  will  be  the  tech- 
nical and  academic  text  books  vdiieh  are  in  demand  for  defense 
workers  to  supplement  existing  library  facilities.  Arrange- 
ments have  already  been  made  to  supply  these  services  to  Fort 
H.G.  Wright,  Fort  Terry  and  Fort  Michie. 


LIBRARY  (continued) 


Books  offer  one  of  the  most  greatly  appreciated  recreation- 
al facilities  for  men  in  army  training.  The  Library  Project 
will  therefore  supply  trained  library  workers  at  Fort  K.C-.  Wright 
to  catalog  its  collection  of  2,800  books,  mend  volumes  needing 
repair  and  give  regular  library  service.  One  worker  from  New 
London  has  already  been  assigned.  Since  no  central  service  is 
at  present  possible  at  Fort  Terry  and  Fort  Michie,  the  other 
two  harbor  forts,  cancelled  books  have  been  requested  from  the 
libraries  in  the  state.  These  will  be  checked  over,  cleaned 
and  mended  at  project  headquarters  in  Few  Haven,  and  sent  to 
these  camps. 


*  *  *  * 


MUSIC 


Another  "Oscar"  was  awarded  to  the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  its  conductor,  Frank  Foti.  When  Olin  pownes  of 
the  New  York  Times  was  guest  commentator,  he  told  the  audience 
that  he  considered  it  "a  very  great  privilege  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  cooperate  in  a  small  way  with  the  remarkable  work 
which  Mr*  Foti  and  the  orchestra  were  doing  for  the  city  of 
Bridgeport. " 


History  was  made  for  the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony  Orchestra 
on  the  Sunday  afternoon  when  Helen  Traubel,  Wagnerian  soprano 
of  the  Metopolitan  Opera  Company,  appeared  as  guest  soloist. 
Unanimous  approval  and  commendation  were  expressed  by  all  crit- 
ics of  the  press  as  well  as  the  large  audience  which  was  present. 


When  the  Hartford  WPA  Band  played  recently  at  a  meeting 
of  selectees  with  their  draft  boards,  and  Henry  H.  Busse  an- 
nounced that  the  musicians  would  be  at  the  station  to  give  the 
boys  a  send-off,  one  of  the  men,  voicing  general  sentiment, 
shouted,  "Okay,  it's  a  date." 


***** 


MUSIC  (continued) 


More  than  1,000  students  from  30  high  schools  in  the  state 
heard  the  Bridgeport  WPA  Symphony  Orchestra  which  gave  a  con- 
cert as  the  concluding  feature  of  the  music  festival  sponsored 
by  the  Connecticut  Music  Educators'  Association  at  the  Hamden 
High  School a     Twelve  secondary  school  orchestras  demonstrated 
their  abilities  before  the  judges,  preceding  the  Orchestra's 
program  which  was  tumultuously  applauded. 


Throughout  the  state,  units  of  the  Connecticut  Music  Proj- 
ect figured  prominently  in  programs  celebrating  "I  Am  An  Ameri- 
can Day,"  proclaimed  by  President  Roosevelt  for  May  l8th. 
Music,  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  proved  to  be  an  important 
medium  for  re-emphasizing  the  meaning  of  patriotism  and  Ameri- 
can ideals. 


Typical  of  the  many  WPA  concerts  given  at  institutions  are 
the  concerts,  now  a  regular  weekly  feature  at  St.  Mary's  Home 
for  the  Aged,  presented  by  the  Hartford  WPA  Ensemble.  A  variety 
of  music  is  offered.   Shut-ins  listen  by  tuning  in  with  their 
receiving  sets.  A  visiting  priest,  after  attending  one  of  these 
concerts,  said,   "These  programs  fill  a  great  need,  for  they 
help  keep  the  people  here  in  a  happier  frame  of  mind. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


An  outstanding  example  of  assistance  given  to  public 
health  agencies,  always  regarded  as  a  very  important  phase  of 
the  activities  of  Community  Service  Projects,  is  the  work  car- 
ried on  in  New  London.  A  WPA  worker,  who  is  a  registered  nurse, 
aids  with  clinical  work  and  school  health  duties  and  also  as- 
sists the  City  Physician  with  patients.   She  conducts  a  class 
for  mentally  retarded  girls  and  teaches  First  Aid.   Others  of 
the  WPA  staff  work  on' school  health  reports  and  special' reports 
of  the  health  officer,  perform  clinical  work  for  nurses,  carry 
out  clerical  duties,  assist  in  the  laboratoriess  X-ray  head- 
quarters and  clinics,  and  help  in  giving  tests  in  the  schools 
for  vision  and  hearing.  WPA  assistance  has  been  cited  as  a 
great  aid  to  the  effective  operation  of  the  city's  health  pro- 
gram. 


RENTAL  CHANGE  SURVEY 


A  survey  of  rental  changes  is  being  conducted  by  the  U.So 
Division  of  Social  Research,  in  which  WPA  workers  are  assisting: 
This  survey  will  show  changes  in  rent  trends ,  average  length  of 
tenancy,  and  in  general,  whether  housing  facilities  are  proving 
adequate  to  meet  increased  housing  needs.  The  cities  selected 
are  Meriden,  Bristol,  New  London  and  the  Town  of  Groton. 


*  *  *  * 


RESERVE  OFFICERS'  SURVEY 


The  Reserve  Officers'  Survey  is  completed  in  Hartford  and 
is  nearing  completion  in  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport,   It  will  be 
remembered  (see  January  Facts)  that  this  survey  lists  in  easily 
accessible  form,  the  training,  experience  and  hobbies  of  all 
National  Guard  officers. 


^^^^^^^^cf 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES 


Records  show  that  in  the  fifty  Connecticut  schools  serving 
WPA  hot  lunches,  over  $,300   children  received  noon-day  meals 
daily. 


^^(i{:^^^^^^ 


Since  April  1st,  children  in  Cloonan  Junior  High  School  in 
Stamford  have  been  served  hot  lunches  each  school  day. 


***** 


The  good  work  which  goes  on  during  the  school  year  will  be 
continued  in  a  number  of  play  centers  during  the  summer  season 
when  noon-day  lunches  will  be  provided. 


^C#^^!{<^^^^ 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES  (continued) 


A  training  institute  for  school  lunch  workers  was  held  the 
end  of  April  at  the  New  Fairfield  Consolidated  School,  attended 
by  personnel  from  Brookfield,  Banbury  and  New  Fairfield.  Mrs, 
Cushman  and  Mrs.  Lent  gave  instructions  on  the  best  techniques 
of  cooking  and  serving  school  lunches  and  the  entire  program 
proved  of  great  value. 


^c^^c>)<:3(«^:^<^^: 


The  Fort  Trumbull  Beach  Garden  Club,  Milford,  showed  its 
interest  in  the  Fort  Trumbull  school  lunch  project,  by  provid- 
ing cut  flowers  for  the  dining  tables,  The  children  were  much 
delighted  with  the  artistic  decorations. 


*  *  *  * 


A  large  factor  in  the  success  of  the  school  lunch  program 
is  the  splendid  cooperation  and  assistance  given  by  volunteers. 
Many  of  these  mothers  and  teachers  offer  their  time  and  effort 
unstintingly  to  provide  meals  for  as  many  children  as  possible. 


SEWING 


Workers  on  the  Bridgeport  Sewing  Project  are  among  the  many 
f rom  WPA  ranks  who  are  making  good  in  private  employment.  When 
the  WPA  was  given  as  reference  by  an  applicant,  the  employer  of 
a  large  laundry  at  first  did  not  want  to  give  her  a  chance. 
She  persuaded  him,  stating  that  she  could  make  mackinaws,  men's 
trousers,  dresses  and  other  garments.  A  week  later,  this  con- 
verted employer  sent  to  the  WPA  sewing  project  to  secure  another 
worker.  Another  former  worker  is  now  making  all  the  samples  in 
a  uniform  factory,  while  still  another,  employed  by  Warner 
Brothers  Company,  was  commended  on  her  very  neat  and  escellent 
work. 


Hi******** 


TOY  LENDING 


To  meet  an  important  community  need,  seven  new  play  centers, 
operated  by  the  Hartford  WPA  Toy  Lending  Project,  have  recently 
teen  opened  in  Hartford  to  provide  supervised  and  protected 
playtime  for  children  of  defense  workers.   These  centers  are 
proving  so  popular  that  young  visitors  have  to  be  "invited"  to 
go  home  at  closing  time,  but  they  do  not  have  to  be  invited  to 
arrive  on  the  scene  the  moment  that  school  is  let  out. 


;Jc   %  %      ^c   i|c   s{c   ^s 


The  Hartford  Toy  Lending  Project  also  has  opened  a  play 
center  at  Nelton  Court,  where  nearly  2^0  children  of  families 
of  the  Hartford  Housing  Authority  development  and  neighboring 
children, .may  borrow  toys. 


5[C    #    :fc    *    =fc    Jflc 


There  was  a  city-wide  response  to  the  appeal  for  toys  in 
New  Haven's  recent  drive  for  the  mobilization  of  toys.   School 
children,  parents,  radio,  press,  and  numerous  organizations  co- 
operated. 


Cub  Scouts,  Junior  Leaguers,  and  members  of  church  organi- 
zations and  various  other  groups,  united  in  the  drive  of  the 
Greenwich  Toy  Project  for  the  mobilization  of  toys.   Spring, 
the  time  for  cleaning  attics,  proved  also  the  time  for  putting 
discarded  toys  to  good  use.  After  skillful  repair  by  WPA  work- 
men, they  are  ready  to  lend  out  good  as  new. 


Volunteer  help  makes  for  the  wider  usefulness  of  many  WPA 
projects,  as  for  example,  the  assistance  given  the  New  London 
WPA  Toy  Project  by  the  Girl  Scouts .   Under  the  leadership  of 
Miss  Barbara  Sculacher,  assistant  in  the  botany  department  at 
Connecticut  College,  Troop  39,  Girl  Scouts,  has  started  story 
hour  sessions  Tuesday  afternoons  at  4  o'clock  at  the  Huntington 
Street  Toy  Lending  Library,  the  first  session  attended  by  about 
40  fascinated  youngsters.   Other  troops  are  assisting  in  the 
collection  of  toys  and  distributing  them  to  shut-in  children. 
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TRAINING  HOSPITAL  WORKERS 


As  a  part  of  the  nation-wide  undertaking  to  train  ^0,000 
subsidiary  hospital  workers  throughout  the  country  to  serve  in 
the  event  of  national  emerency,  a  WPA  class  to  train  women  for 
this  important  defense  work  has  been  started  at  the  Hillside 
Home,  Bridgeport,   Ten  members  of  the  Municipal  Hospital  are 
serving  as  instructors.  Trainees  will  learn  how  to  perform 
simple  ward  duties,  make  beds,  take  personal  care  of  non-surgi- 
cal patients,  prepare  and  serve  meals  and  nourishments,  and  to 
carry  out  other  duties .  A  complete  course  in  first  aid  features 
the  course.  The  plan  for  training  workers,  with  WPA  assistance, 
was  first  suggested  by  the  Nursing  Council  of  National  Defense 
and  ties  in  with  the  health  program  of  the  U.S.  Public  Health 
Service. 


VISUAL  AIDS 


And  Sudden  DeathlJ    The  Visual  Aids  Project  has  now  added 
to  its  list  of  educational  filmstrips  an  excellent  series  on 
the  subject  of  safety.  With  more  deaths  annually  from  highway 
accidents  than  the  number  of  casualties  in  army  forces  in  the 
present  World  War,  safety  education  is  much  needed.  Textual 
material  for  these  filmstrips,  three  of  which  are  devoted  to 
safe  driving,  one  to  the  pedestrian,  and  one  to  the  bicyclist, 
has  been  reviewed  and  approved  by  a  representative  from  each 
of  the  following  Connecticut  State  Departments:   The  Department 
of  Education,  the  Highway  Safety  Commission,  the  State  Highway 
Department,  the  Department  of  State  Police,  and  the  Department 
of  Motor  Vehicles. 


WRITERS 


"A  Guide  to  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy,"  a  fas- 
cinating booklet,  liberally  illustrated  with  photographs,  is 
being  prepared  by  the  Connecticut  Writers'  Project.   It  will 
contain  important  highlights  in  the  history  of  the  Coast  Guard 
and  a  full  description  of  its  resources  and  activities.   The 
booklet  will  be  of  especial  interest  to  visitors  and  new  stu- 
dents entering  the  Academy.   Note:   Did  you  know  that  the  Coast 
Guard  is  the  oldest  revenue  cutter  service  in  the  United  States? 
It  was  first  inaugurated  in,  1790. 
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WRITERS  (continued) 


pamphlet"  wT  °°ttl°f   "  neatly  d8signed  and  mimeographed 
pamphlet,  -What  Your  Public  Welfare  Department  Does,"  are  now 

this  nro W?J    '   J  "  an  6Xample  °f  thS  tyPe  0f  serv^  ^ich 
X^     '   11C  ag6nCieS  ^  ^  ^—^  °f  — 


"A  Guide  to  Summer  Recreation  in  New  Haven, "  has  been  ore 
pared  by  the  Writers'  Project  for  the  local  Council  of  Social 
Agencxes  to  be  distributed  through  the  Council,  to  tL   people 
of  New  Haven  their  visiting  friends,  and  tourists.  The  bookLt 
gives  information  about  parks,  playgrounds,  neighboring  bewhes 

toLTz:i:^eT^0^: bowling  s— •-***•  ™ 


This  book  is  copied  from  the  original  transcript  or  document 
on  file  at  the  Connecticut  State  Library. 


This  book  is  a  preservation  photocopy 

made  by  the  Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 

to  replace  the  deteriorating  original  volume  owned  by  the  library. 
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and  produced  on  acid-free  archival  paper 
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